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By Darren Liu

‘Unfair’: 
Students 
Speak Up 
On Visa 
Policy 

First there were the threats of 
crackdowns on immigration. Then there 
were the detentions of international 
students who had done nothing wrong. 
Then the deletion of many student 
visas and then … their reinstatements 
… for now. Amid those actions, a 
U.S. lawmaker has been pushing 
a bill to block Chinese students 
from coming to the U.S. Now, most 
recently, the U.S. State Department 
issued a brief statement on how it 
would “aggressively” crackdown on 
some students from China and Hong 
Kong. How are potential students and 
recent grads from China and Hong 

Lawmakers Put 
Asian American 
History to Test
With Proposed 
Legislation 

Two U.S. lawmakers have 
introduced a measure they say would 
help better educate U.S. students 
about the key moments and historical 
realities of Asian Americans, Native 
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islander 
Americans that are often overlooked in 
U.S. classrooms and textbooks.

“At a time when Asian American, 
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander 
history is under attack, it is more 
important than ever before to ensure 
our stories of triumph and sacrifice 
are taught in classrooms nationwide,” 
said New York Rep. Grace Meng, a 
Democrat, in an emailed statement to 
the Sampan. Meng has teamed up with 
Democratic Hawaiian Sen. Mazie K. 
Hirono to move the bill in Congress.

The “Teaching Asian American, 
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander 
History Act,” would help remedy the 

Continues on Page 13 

Writer Yeonhoo Cho interviews sculptor Jaeok Lee, whose works will be on exhibit at ‘Ties that Bind’ 
(top left) at the Boston Sculptors Gallery; the Dragon Boat Museum held its grand opening in Quincy on 
May 31 (top right); DongDong Yang reviews the Boston Center for the Art’s performance of ‘Learning 
How to Read by Moonlight’; Kevin A. Mani interviews Iranian American artist Sheida Soleimani, and 
Harmony Witte profiles Chinatown’s own, Wen-ti Tsen. See inside. 

By Adam Smith
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‘They All Have Names’ Vigil 
Reveals Moral Failures in Gaza

Opinion

As Dr. Lara Jirmanus spoke with the 
Sampan on the phone on May 28, a 
scan of the top stories on local news-
paper sites around Boston revealed 
reports about the Karen Read case, the 
latest in the battle between Harvard 
University and the Trump administra-
tion, and immigration raids.

What was missing?
The 24-hour vigil that just conclud-

ed hours earlier in Cambridge, recog-
nizing the more than 17,400 children 
killed in Gaza since Oct. 7, 2023. That 
number, for context, is far larger than 
population of children — 13,863 — 
living in all of Cambridge during the 
2020 Census and is rapidly increasing.

“It’s just an enormous moral fail-
ure,” said Dr. Jirmanus, a family 
physician and clinical instructor at 
Harvard Medical School. She partici-
pated in “They All Have Names,” the 
live-streamed vigil in Harvard Square 
that was held from noon May 27 to 
noon May 28.

Around 100 people — including 
parents, students, educators and 
healthcare workers like Jirmanus — 
were at the event over the 24-hour 
period, holding photos of children 
murdered in Gaza and reading off 
the names of the killed. Dozens more 
had helped in the organizing of the 
demonstration.

Despite the doxing and dismissing 
of people who speak out for Palestine, 

Jirmanus called it her ethical duty as a 
medical doctor to object to genocide. 
She also said it’s disheartening to see 
so little attention in the mainstream 
press given to the massive death, de-
struction and starvation in that region 
of Palestine.

“The U.S. media is participating in 
this,” she said. “They have blood on 
their hands.”

In addition to working as a family 
physician and her instructor role at 
Harvard Medical School, Jirmanus 
also advocates for immigrant groups 
and founded the Massachusetts Coa-
lition for Health Equity, which advo-
cates for an equitable response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

And she sees her advocacy for hu-

man rights in Palestine as an extension 
of her role as a care provider.

“True liberation only comes when 
everyone has rights,” she said, noting 
that she feels public perception is on 
the side of ending the genocidal attack 
on Gaza, although many U.S. political 
figures still support the military strate-
gy of Israel’s current government.

“I think we’re all living an em-
peror-has-no clothes moment,” said 
Jirmanus. And, she added, for anyone 
who feels the massive death toll in 
Gaza is not their problem, she reminds 
us that:

“This is not something that’s hap-
pening in a faraway place. It’s some-
thing that couldn’t happen at all if we 
were not paying for it.”

By Adam Smith
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Community Health Center 

華人醫務中心 
 

DDeennttiissttrryy  
牙牙科科  

 
 

 

 
  

 

 Michelle Eng, DMD 
伍伍微微醫醫生生 
Languages: Cantonese, 
Mandarin, and English 
Practice Location: Boston and 
Quincy 
語語言言:  廣東話，國語，英語 
看看診診地地點點：：波士頓南街及昆西 
 

John Hsu, DMD 
許許重重平平醫醫生生 
Languages: Mandarin, Taiwanese, 
and English 
Practice Location: Boston and 
Quincy 
語語言言:  國語，台灣話，英語 
看看診診地地點點：：波士頓南街及昆西 
 

Kimberly H. Chang, DMD 
張張惠惠朱朱醫醫生生 
Languages: Cantonese, Mandarin, 
Taiwanese and English 
Practice Location: Quincy  
語語言言:  廣東話，國語，台灣話，

英語 
看看診診地地點點：：昆西 
 

Michael T. Choi, DMD 
崔崔泰泰圭圭醫醫生生 
Languages: Korean and 
English 
Practice Location: Boston and 
Quincy 
語語言言﹕﹕韓語，英語 
看看診診地地點點：：波士頓南街及昆西 
 

  

 

Lin Hu, DMD 
胡胡琳琳醫醫生生 
Languages: Mandarin and 
English 
Practice Location: Quincy 
語語言言:  國語，英語 
看看診診地地點點：：昆西 
 

Lihua Huang, DMD 
黃黃麗麗華華醫醫生生 
Languages: Mandarin and 
English 
Practice Location: Boston 
語語言言:  國語，英語 
看看診診地地點點：：波士頓南街 
 

Misi Huang, DMD 
黃黃蜜蜜絲絲醫醫生生 
Languages: Cantonese, Mandarin, and 
English 
Practice Location: Boston and Quincy 
語語言言:  廣東話，國語，英語 
看看診診地地點點：：波士頓南街及昆西 
 

Xueying Zhao, DDS 
招招学学盈盈醫醫生生 
Languages: Cantonese, 
Mandarin, and English 
Practice 
Location: Boston  
語語言言:  廣東話，英語，

普通話 
看看診診地地點點：：波士頓南街 
 

 

 

Weiji Windy Feng,  
Registered Hygienist 
馮馮偉偉姬姬註註冊冊洗洗牙牙師師 
Languages: Cantonese, Mandarin and 
English 
Practice Location: Boston and Quincy 
語語言言:  廣東話，國語，英語 
看看診診地地點點：：波士頓南街及昆西 
 

Winnie Kwong,  
Registered Hygienist 
鄺鄺新新芳芳註註冊冊洗洗牙牙師師 
Languages: Cantonese, Toisanese and 
English 
Practice Location: Boston and Quincy 
語語言言:  廣東話，台山話，英語 
看看診診地地點點：：波士頓南街及昆西 
 

114455  SSoouutthh  SStt..  BBoossttoonn  MMAA        ((661177))552211--66773300  

8888  HHoollmmeess  SStt..  QQuuiinnccyy  MMAA    ((661177))331188--33220000  

 
 

JJoobb  
AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss  

 

 Registered Nurse (FT) –Boston 
 Certified Medical Assistant (FT) – Boston/Malden  
 Social Service Assistant (FT) – Boston/Quincy 
 Dental Hygienist (FT) – Boston 
 BIDMC Interpreter (FT) – Boston 
 Member Services (FT) – Boston 

 
To apply, please email:  Careers@scchc.org.  For more details about the job, visit:  http://www.scchc.org 

 

  Services: 
 General dentistry 
 Oral surgery 
 School fluoride treatment program 
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By Adam Smith

By Milourdes Augustin

Asian Groups Slam U.S.’     Policy on China Students

Anxiety is gripping some Chinatown 
Residents and community leaders after 
hearing of unconfirmed reports of 
immigration agents in the neighborhood.

“We want to find a balance between 
keeping people safe without spreading 
too much fear,” said Karen Chen, who 
directs the Chinese Progressive Agency.

That agency held an emergency 
meeting for residents on May 27 to 
discuss reports by two individuals who 
said they had witnessed what they 
believed to be Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents in the neighborhood. 
No video or photographic evidence was 

offered to support either incident. But 
reports of agents in various areas around 
Greater Boston have been widespread, 
including several high profile cases 
of ICE abductions and detentions, 
including that of Tufts student Rümeysa 
Öztürk and most recently of a high school 
student in Milford who was reportedly 
on the way to volleyball practice.

During the meeting Chen stated that 
a couple weeks prior, a young man who 
was riding on his bike on a Chinatown 
street spotted what appeared to be two 
agents wearing a bulletproof vests with 
guns in holsters, interrogating an elderly 
Chinese woman who seemed to have 

been confused by the encounter. The 
young man reported this sighting to his 
family and through word of mouth, CPA 
was made aware of the incident, said 
Chen.

Then, more recently, a man reported to 
friends and family that at approximately 
8 a.m. on a Saturday, he heard a knock 
on his door and when he opened it, he 
was met with around five agents, all 
wearing bulletproof vests and with guns 
in their holsters on their hips. They 
asked this man for his name and asked 
him to step aside while they entered the 
door and walked up and down each floor 
of the multi-story building. The man 

reported the agents entered several other 
buildings around Pine Street, which 
houses many Asian American residents. 
The man did not report any arrests and 
said the men simply just left in their 
sedans after entering the apartment 
buildings.

The meeting’s organizers stressed 
that people should be informed of their 
rights when approached by immigration 
officials or witnessing encounters with 
agents. According to legal experts, 
people have the right to not open their 
door if officials lack a warrant signed by 
a actual judge, the right to remain silent 
and to avoid signing any document 

Unverified Reports of Immigration Agents Spread Anxiety in           Chinatown

Several Asian American groups and 
leaders are blasting a newly revealed 
State Department policy to prevent many 
Chinese international students from 
studying in colleges and universities in 
the United States.

The U.S. State Department on May 
28 put out a notice that it “will work 
with the Department of Homeland 
Security to aggressively revoke visas for 
Chinese students, including those with 
connections to the Chinese Communist 
Party or studying in critical fields.”

The department, in the brief note, 
also said it would “revise visa criteria 
to enhance scrutiny of all future visa 
applications from the People’s Republic 
of China and Hong Kong.”

An estimated 277,000 or so students 
from China enrolled last school year 
in U.S. colleges and universities, with 
many studying at elite institutions in the 
Greater Boston area, such as Harvard 
and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, as well as other major 
universities such as Boston University 
and Northeastern. The crackdown is the 
latest in a barrage of attacks on student 
visa holders and immigrant groups by 
the Trump administration, which had 
made limiting immigration a central 
focus of its campaign.

“The wholesale revocation of 
student visas based on national origin 
— and without an investigation — is 
xenophobic and wrong,” wrote the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American 

Caucus in a statement, according to 
an email from the office of U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng, a Democrat of New York. 
“Turning these students away — many 
of whom simply wish to learn in a 
free and democratic society — is not 
just shortsighted but a betrayal of our 
values.”

The caucus also warned of brain drain 
from the U.S. if these students stop 
studying here, arguing that for decades 
the U.S. “has drawn some of the world’s 
brightest minds — particularly from 
China — to fill talent shortages and to 
maintain our competitive advantage.”

In addition, it noted that international 
students studying at U.S. colleges and 
universities contributed $43.8 billion 
to the U.S. economy during the 2023-

2024 academic year, according to 
figures by the nonprofit group, NAFSA: 
Association of International Educators.

Asian Americans Advancing 
Justice – AAJC called Sec. Rubio’s 
announcement “yet another blow to 
international students and academia by 
the Trump administration.”

The group went on to say that it 
agreed that national security should be a 
top priority but criticized what it called 
“fearmongering, racial profiling, and 
xenophobia” by the administration.

Both groups criticized what they 
called vague language around the 
new policy, with Asian Americans 
Advancing Justice – AAJC saying it 
risks casting all Chinese students as a 
“threat to national security, when the 

Kong feeling about all this? Sampan’s 
Hong Kong correspondent, Darren 
Liu, set to find out. (All names have 
been withheld at the request of the 
interviewees, who fear repercussions 
for giving their names.)

Harvard Graduate Student, age 24, 
from Hong Kong, currently in the U.S.:

Having worked my entire life to be 
where I am today, such news causes 
fear for not just me, but my family. 
They have spent so much putting me 
through higher education, and if my 
visa were to get revoked, it would 
seem like such efforts were in vain. 
Although the Harvard administration 
has assured us international students 
not to worry, I have elected to stay 
in the U.S. this summer in fear of not 
being let back into the U.S.. I hope I 
will be able to return to Hong Kong 
for Christmas, but am not very hopeful 
with the current outlook. Moreover, the 
current situation has made me rethink 
my decision to even come to the U.S., 
as I initially debated between other 
offers from universities in Australia, 
where work visas are more readily 
available. I think Chinese students who 
may aspire to study in the U.S. should 

begin considering their choices more 
carefully, regardless of the Trump 
administration’s next actions.

High School Senior, age 18, Hong 
Kong:

I am currently unable to get a visa 
appointment, as the Hong Kong 
embassy’s portal has been paused. I 
was recently accepted to the University 
of California at Berkeley, and am 
very very disappointed about Trump’s 
recent policies toward the international 
community. Having celebrated with 
my family at my acceptance, it is quite 
disappointing to have to consider 
possibilities of studying in other 
countries or deferring my offer. 

High School Junior, age 17, Hong 
Kong:

I am not too concerned about 
such statements, as I find that it is 
unlikely that blatant policies limiting 
all Chinese students will be enacted. 
Instead, I am rather concerned about 
the fear-mongering taking place and 
the indications of trends to a more 
polarized world. Many of those around 
me also believe such policies will not 
be enacted, but nevertheless, people 
have begun looking towards alternate 

countries to pursue higher education, 
due to the high perceived risk and 
instability of the U.S. This has caused 
many to be indirectly affected. For 
instance, I plan to apply to Canadian 
universities, yet due to current events, 
many others have also turned to 
Canadian universities as an alternative 
to the U.S., causing admissions to 
become more competitive, with some 
fearing that other foreign universities 
might end up overwhelmed. 

High School Junior, age 17, Hong 
Kong:

I think the Trump administration’s 
policies regarding not just Chinese 
but all international students are 
rather shortsighted. Such policies 
hold many macro implications, 
allowing for other countries to gain 
a competitive advantage by hosting 
such bright students. As most of the 
international community already 
knows, international students are 
held to a rather high standard when 
competing for admission into America’s 
prestigious universities, therefore, by 
giving up such students, America will 
likely suffer in the long-term. Instead, 
I am rather curious as to the opinions 
of average Americans on the current 

policies. 

High School Junior, age 17, Hong 
Kong:

I think such policies are extremely 
unfair, as many students have worked 
very hard to try to go to the U.S. to 
study, and are no longer given the 
opportunity to even apply due to 
possible visa restrictions. However, 
Trump’s statements have been quite 
vague, so we will have to wait and see. 
However, being a Hong Kong resident, 
I find that it is not very appropriate 
that we are targeted as well. We are a 
special administrative region, similar 
to Macau, but are alienated with 
China. Being a strong advocate against 
China’s increasingly direct rule over 
Hong Kong, this seems like an unjust 
punishment.

High School Senior, age 18, 
Shenzhen:

Being in an extremely competitive 
international region, Trump’s 
administration and comments only add 
stress to the already stressful process 
of applying to U.S. universities. Since 
going to the US has been a long-term 
goal of mine, I will continue to work 
towards it and hope the situation 

Continued From Page  1

Students: We’re Exploring Other       Options
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Asian Groups Slam U.S.’     Policy on China Students

Unverified Reports of Immigration Agents Spread Anxiety in           Chinatown

reality is that the overwhelming majority 
of students simply come here to learn.”

For centuries, Asian Americans 
have been the target of discriminatory 
policies in the U.S., such as the 
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the 
incarceration of Japanese Americans 
during World War II. But at the same 
time, the U.S. has long criticized China 
over the production of counterfeit goods 
and the theft of intellectual property, 
with accusations reported in recent 
years that data was taken from major 
companies such as GE, chemical firms, 
and semiconductor and computer 
technology companies. Worry over 
stolen technology goes back decades, 
and spans many industries, including 
agriculture.

“We agree that anyone who comes to 
the United States under false pretenses 
to gather intelligence with the intention 
of benefiting a foreign adversary like the 
Chinese Communist Party has no place 
here, and should be addressed,” wrote 
the caucus lawmakers. “However, the 
lack of any details about the process 
or standards by which (the State 
Department intends) to conduct this 
review raises serious concerns that 
innocent students will be caught up in 
this ordeal, simply because they are 
of Chinese descent. That’s not smart 
national security policy — it’s just un-
American,” wrote the lawmakers.  

The move comes after a bill was 
introduced in March by U.S. Rep. 
Riley M. Moore, a Republican of West 

Virginia, that sought to stop the issuance 
of student visas to Chinese nationals. 
The “The Stop Chinese Communist 
Prying by Vindicating Intellectual 
Safeguards in Academia Act” would 
amend the Immigration and Nationality 
Act to include language prohibiting 
the admission of Chinese nationals as 
“nonimmigrant” students. It has so far 
not advanced in Congress.

In response to efforts to revoke visas 
and detain international students, several 
U.S. lawmakers from Massachusetts 
penned a letter seeking to appeal to 
Kristi Noem, the Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, and 
expressing “grave” concerns over the 
detentions, deportations and attempts to 
block and remove students.

“The Administration’s apparent 
hostility to international students 
contributes to an overall climate of 
fear on campuses. This trend creates a 
chilling effect that discourages the best 
and brightest students from around 
the world from coming to study in the 
United States — which harms not only 
current and prospective international 
students, but also American universities, 
U.S. citizen students on campuses, and, 
in the long term, the nation’s prosperity 
and economic growth,” argued the 
lawmakers who signed the May 28 
letter. Among the signatories were 
Democratic Sens. Elizabeth Warren, 
Ayanna Pressley and Edward Markey 
and Reps. Seth Moulton and Stephen F. 
Lynch.

without first consulting a lawyer. More 
information can be found at lucemass.
org/resources or at mass.gov/doc/ago-
ice-guidance-05292025/download .

Boston City Councilor Ed Flynn, who 
joined the meeting, urged residents to 
inform the Mayor’s office of any such 
sightings.

“I represent Chinatown, South End 
and the Bay Village,” said Flynn. “I’m 
here to support the community and 
to support our residents. I know the 
incredible role immigrants play here 
in our city and I’ve always respected 
the Chinese community and am here to 
support you in anyway I possibly can.”

improves and I am able to ultimately 
matriculate to the US. Being that I 
have taken a gap year to reapply to the 
US, this comes at an extremely poor 
timing. I fear that my time and efforts 
will go to waste, especially since the US 
application process is quite different 
to other countries, for example, my 
SAT and APs scores will have gone to 
nothing.

Students: We’re Exploring Other       Options
Under President Trump’s lead-

ership, the U.S. State Depart-
ment will work with the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security to 
aggressively revoke visas for 
Chinese students, including 

those with connections to the 
Chinese Communist Party or 
studying in critical fields. We 

will also revise visa criteria to 
enhance scrutiny of all future 

visa applications from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and 

Hong Kong.

- Marco Rubio, Secretary of State, 
May 28

CHINATOWN, BOSTON                         
Photo by Adam Smith
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Longtime Chinatown-based sculp-
tor and painter Wen-ti Tsen is among 
three Boston artists recently awarded 
the Wagner Arts Fellowship.

The new arts fellowship – also 
awarded to L’Merchie Frazier and 
Daniela Rivera – was created by the 
Wagner Foundation for artists who 
incorporate elements of social impact 
or social change in their work. Each 
winner is given $75,000 in unrestrict-
ed funding that they can use however 
they want and can access to special-
ized services. 

Tsen is currently working on two 
large-scale projects. The first includes 
bronze sculptures of four workers. 
That project will be located in Chi-
natown and slated to be unveiled in 
2026 for the 250th anniversary of the 
United States. The second, are two 
large-scale “Year of the Tiger” paint-
ings that “celebrate the good things 
in life.” There will be a Winter and a 
Summer piece when the pair is com-
plete. He’s been an artist for a half 
century. 

“People look at art – and people 
think, ‘Oh, anybody can do that. And 
they think it’s something you can do 
in a few hours or just with a bunch of 
color pens and things like that.’ But 
actually … it takes people a long time 
to realize that making a sculpture of a 
life-size figure … will take about half 
a year going through the process,” he 
said of the bronze sculpture project. 

“I have to go out to different found-
ries and sculpture studios, have the 
molds made and have the bronze cast-
ing poured into the mold.”  

Humans have been working with 
bronze sculptures for around 4,000 
years, he added, explaining that that 
is why he chose the medium for his 
project. 

“I want to affirm that the subject 
that I’m trying to do — of paying 
tribute to workers, which is not often 
done, especially in these high-quality 
art pieces. I would like it to be done in 
the best way that would be challeng-
ing Michael Angelo and the Greeks.” 

He expressed his desire to see “ev-

eryday people who have jobs being a 
waiter, being a cook, being a garment 
worker, and grandmothers taking care 
of children. Those would be the peo-
ple who walk by and see suddenly 
that their lives have been promoted in 
the oldest form of art that is usually 
reserved for emperors or philosophers 
or soldiers more than anything and 
politicians on horseback.” 

Tsen mused that people might be a 
little surprised and ask, “‘How come 
it’s not about a famous person?’ but I 
said ‘It’s about us.’” Tsen said he was 
inspired by his 30 years of working 
as a film projectionist to choose the 
workers as his subject matter. 

Tsen spoke of feeling hope that peo-
ple from different backgrounds will 
see the statues and feel a connection. 
He hopes people think, “My grand-
parents were just like that. They were 
doing exactly the same thing mov-
ing ahead for their children, for their 
grandchildren.” 

Influencing Tsen has been his time 
working with the Asian American 
Resource Workshop and the Chinese 
Progressive Association.

“That kind of changed my life,” he 
said. 

He was asked to do a Chinatown 

mural in 1986, which was the start of 
his work with the groups.

“Before that, I was involved politi-
cally with many different groups. But 
also, coincidentally, I think it was also 
during that time when all the different 
ethnic movements starting to separate 
from each other. Everybody’s doing 
their own thing.” 

He continued, “If I had my choice, I 
would have liked to continue to work 
with all the people of color and all the 
progressive groups.”

Tsen said he was “geared toward” 
the Asian American communi-
ty through his work with the Asian 
American Resource Workshop and 
had been following Asian American 
social movements as well as other 
movements, but when he started cre-
ating public art, he expanded his out-
look. 

“I am very conscious that there’s 
always something to learn about all 
these other groups that I have not 
known about,” he said.

“I think being Asian American and 
in Chinatown (was a way) through 
which I was able to understand (more 
of) the world. So, everything is hav-
ing to dig deeper and understanding 
more.”

Abigail Satinsky, who is the pro-
gram officer and curator for art and 
culture at the Wagner Foundation said 
the idea of the fellowship is to support 
visual artists at all career levels in 
greater Boston to stay and thrive here. 

“It’s sort of a way we recognize the 
artists that have this long commitment 
to this place, that have been part of 
community, that are storytellers, that 
are part of amplifying the voices of 
those that they care about. And so, I 
think that’s just something we really 
want to highlight. This idea of estab-
lished artists a marker of really in-
vesting in the artists that make Boston 
great.”

To celebrate the first year of the 
fellowship, the winners will be show-
cased at the Mass Art Museum as  part 
of the first Boston Public Art Triennial 
in an exhibition titled “Generations,” 
which will be on display now through 
Nov. 30. 

For Tsen, however, life itself is a 
gratifying as creating artwork. He 
was born in Shanghai, China in 1936.

“My greatest satisfaction is actually 
in living my life. So that I think I’m 
over, way overdue for expiration date 
anyway. Until I can finish these piec-
es, I’m pretty happy with it.”

By Harmony Witte

Carving Out a Place
for the Common Person
Chinatown’s 
Wen-ti Tsen, a 
Wagner Arts 
Fellowship 
Awardee, Tells 
His Story

COMMON CELEBRATION: Artist Wen-ti Tsen in his studio.                                         Photo by Ben Lee
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How Artist Jaeok Lee Shapes 
the Space Between Life and Death

Artist Jaeok Lee immigrated from 
her home in Nak Won Dong, in the 
heart of Seoul, to the United States in 
1974. Now based in Sudbury, 71-year-
old Lee has a home and studio atop 
a hill — a pocket of enchantment. 
The land bursts with rare flowers and 
is populated with chipmunks living 
among deer; punctuating the property 
are ceramic beoksu — guardian posts 
— and sotdae — poles topped with 
birds — rising like guardians. The 
garden perpetually invites birds and 
insects, reviving senses often dulled in 
Boston’s urban pace.

I visited Lee to discuss her debut 
solo exhibition at Boston Sculptors 
Gallery, “Ties That Bind,” which 
draws from ancient Korean traditions 
to explore regeneration, oppression, 
and the everyday burdens women car-
ry. But the trip was much more. Vis-
iting her home, in fact, felt like being 
teleported to the Korean countryside.

Stepping into her studio — where 
she creates ceramics, monoprints, 
and ink drawings — is like entering 
another world. Ornate wooden furni-
ture, aged and intricate, anchors the 
space. Many of the pieces traveled 
from Korea, stewarded by Lee her-
self. One standout is an apothecary 
chest — its many drawers filled with 
porcelain figurines inspired by plants. 
Each delicate piece was crafted during 
a time when Lee was bedridden, her 
body failing her in ways even doctors 
could not explain.

“My body lost its functions to the 
point it was hard to even open my 
eyes,” she recalls. “When I could get 
up, I’d go outside to pick up some-
thing small, like a seed, flower, or a 
fruit, and muster my remaining energy 
to create small porcelain figurines.”

This became Each Seed a New Life. 
Her deeply personal, therapeutic art 

practice produced an entire cabinet of 
handmade pieces, born from illness, 
uncertainty, and hope.

“These porcelains were like my 
medicine,” Lee explains. She does 
not beautify suffering. She displays it 
plainly, inviting the viewer to witness 
a period marked by pain that can’t be 
located, and a future that is suspended.

As a young woman, she had a feel-
ing that she might not live a long life. 
She didn’t think she’d live beyond 60. 
Having outlived her own expectations, 
she contemplates death and negotiates 
with mortality with a deep fascination 
in end-of-life care and death-related 
customs. Pain, grief, and death are 
not avoided, but rather metabolized 
through her art. Her artwork brings 
the audience closer to the borders 
between this world (yiseung) and that 
world (jeoseung). Death is not an end 
in Lee’s work but a fertile and gener-
ative realm. Her installations evoke a 
poetics of death that are deeply Kore-
an, yet universally resonant. Her art 
suggests that by sitting with death — 
by preparing for it, imagining it, and 
materializing it — we become more 
fully alive.

Memory — both personal and 
collective — is central to her practice. 
Her ceramic beoksu resemble porous 
rock, embodying her ancestors and 
other important figures in her life, 
including her late dog, Dory. One of 
her most powerful works depicts her 
mother carrying her older sister across 
the cold Han River during the Korean 
War, a journey that ended with the 
death of her infant sibling — a rarely 
told family trauma materialized in 
clay.

Having witnessed and planned 
the funerals of both her parents, two 
decades apart, Lee has also turned her 
attention to the vanishing rituals of 
Korean traditional funerals. “For my 

father’s funeral 20 years ago, we still 
had some of the old rites. But by my 
mother’s time, they were gone. Every-
thing was arranged by the hospital. I 
felt how fast a culture can disappear.”

One such disappearing tradition is 
the sangyeo – a bier used to carry the 
deceased.

“Sangyeo can be extremely color-
ful and ornate,” she says. “They are 
coarse, not delicate, because they were 
built by village people, not profession-
als. Some families owned them like 
heirlooms, but poorer communities 
would build and share them when 
someone died.”

Lee’s fascination with funeral tra-
ditions, combined with her personal 
proximity with mortality and death, 
continues to fuel her ongoing body of 
work, an exploration of Korean funer-
al tradition and death-related customs.

Reflecting these sensibilities is the 
central installation of “The Ties that 
Bind,” an exhibition honoring four 
generations of women in Lee’s family, 
while speaking to the wider experi-
ence of first-generation immigrants. At 
its center, she erects five sotdae – tall 
wooden poles wrapped in silk fabrics 
inherited from her mother, once part 
of a crumbling picket fence. Scattered 
around are oversized ceramic thimbles 
(golmu), tools used by her foremoth-
ers. Lee sees golmu not only as arti-
facts of domesticity but also as vessels 
of care, protection, and creativity. Red 
beans (pat), known to ward off evil, 
are spread throughout the space, invit-
ing the audience into Lee’s cosmology 
of spiritual safeguarding.

Through her late-blooming yet 
inexhaustible practice, she honors not 
only her mother but generations of 
women whose creativity and artistry 
were never recognized as art. In Lee’s 
world, the ordinary becomes sacred. 
The broken becomes seed. Protection 

takes shape in clay, silk, and thread.
She draws inspiration from mudang, 

Korean shamans who pass down spir-
itual gifts through generations. “They 
were mistreated and heavily stigma-
tized in Korean society,” she says. 
“Some suffered physical and mental 
symptoms when they denied their 
destiny. I see them as multimedia art-
ists and stewards of the cultural roots 
in shamanic and folk culture. I am 
enraged by the Western and Christian 
influenced attempts that try to erase 
them, stigmatizing shamanic culture 
as backward and superstitious.”

Though Lee does not claim spiritual 
powers herself, she sees her role as ad-
jacent: to preserve, honor, and extend 
these cultural practices through art.

Her career as an artist has been 
non-linear. Health challenges, rais-
ing a family, and running a clothing 
business for over a decade delayed 
and redirected her practice. She still 
mourns the period when she couldn’t 
enroll in a Master of Fine Arts pro-
gram due to her health. She also looks 
back at the choices she made during 
her recovery, such as living in spiri-
tually charged Jiri Mountain, as key 
opportunities which motivated her to 
continue practicing art.

Lee’s work is a reclamation of what 
has been lost, overlooked, or deemed 
unworthy of preservation. Through 
her, ancient practices speak again, not 
as relics, but as living, breathing ges-
tures of care, grief, and protection.

“I may not be a mudang,” she says, 
“but I hope to carry forward their 
spirit.”

“Jaeok Lee: The Ties That Bind” 
runs concurrently with “Hillel 
O’Leary: Unmanned Vessel” June 
12 – July 13 at the Boston Sculptors 
Gallery; Reception & Artist’s Talk is 
Sunday, June 15, 2 - 5 p.m.

By  Yeonhoo Cho
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“Learning How to Read by 
Moonlight,” written by Gaven D. 
Trinidad, is a touching and imaginative 
play running through June 8.

The story follows six-year-old Eddie 
and his Nanay (mother) as they seek a 
new beginning in the U.S. after escaping 
danger in the Philippines. As Eddie 
navigates the challenges of growing 
up undocumented, learning English, 
and discovering his queer identity, he 
and his imaginary friend create vibrant 
worlds to make sense of it all.

Blending storytelling, dance, music, 
and rich visuals, the play brings themes 
of immigration, family, friendship, and 
identity to life. Special moments, like 
guided breathing exercises, invite the 
audience to pause, reflect, and connect 
more deeply with the story.

This Sampan reporter saw the 
performance at the Boston Center for 
the Arts, one of three venues for the 
show, and spoke with members of the 
cast to learn more about their roles and 
reflections.

Jude Torres, who plays “Jimmy,” the 
bold, colorful imaginary friend, said the 
role pushed him far out of his comfort 
zone.

“I usually wear all black and keep to 
myself, so wearing the wig and playing 
such a colorful character on stage took 
a lot of bravery.”

“We often try to assimilate, stay quiet, 
get along with everyone, and avoid 
drawing attention. But stepping into 
this character taught me that being the 
best version of yourself not only gives 
you strength, but also empowers those 
around you to be themselves too.”

He’s also reminded us: 
“The world can feel scary and lonely, 

but if you lead with kindness, you can 
never go wrong.”

As I watched the show, I found 
myself wondering, maybe we all have 
imaginary friends. Maybe they are 
the truest parts of ourselves, finally 
stepping out instead of hiding inside.

Elijah Estolano Punzal, who plays 

Eddie and brings Eddie’s puppet to 
life, hopes the story inspires audiences 
to reconnect with imagination and 
wonder.

“Dare to hope, dare to dream more, 
and feel with your inner child, because 
that’s where so much possibility comes 
from, even today and the future.” 

Christine Armenion, who plays 
Nanay reflected on the power of 
community and care.

“There’s so much love among all of 
us that we can share. You give and you 
get, it really helps support and show 
others who even in the darkest times, 
people out there who love you and care 
for you. We can spread that around.”

When asked how we can support 
one another during these challenging 
times, Elijah emphasized community 
connection.

“Deep listening, engage with your 
community. Like Chuang Stage and 
Company One, often hosted special 
community nights to bring the story to 
people who don’t normally get to see 
it.”

Christine added, “Pay attention. 
Speak up. Reach out to the people you 
know. If there was ever a time to do 
that, now is the time.”

The show takes a creative approach 
with visible puppetry, audiences can see 
both the puppet (Eddie) and the actor 
operating it. This adds an extra layer to 
the performance, deepening emotional 
connection and sparking imagination.

Audience members shared their 
reactions after the show.

J.K., a Chinatown resident, told me, 
the show was reminiscent of a Disney-
Pixar movie, “the stage design, the art, 
the visuals — it was all amazing.”

At the start of the show at the Pao 
Arts Center, another audience member, 
Anna, teared up: “My family is still in 
the Philippines. I miss them.”

“Learning How to Read by 
Moonlight” is at The Umbrella Arts 
Center until June 8.

For tickets and more information, 
visit: https://companyone.org/

‘Learning How to Read’ 
Gives Touching Glimpse 
Into Immigrant Child’s Life

By DongDong Yang
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Art can be beautiful, art can attack, 
or it can do both at the same time. It has 
long been used to challenge the status 
quo, and Sheida Soleimani, a 33-year-
old visual media artist and Brandeis 
University professor, has made it her 
mission to shed light on the challenges 
of her Iranian heritage through her 
politically-charged work.

“I want to leave people a trail of 
breadcrumbs,” Soleimani said. “I 
don’t expect anyone to have any crazy 
epiphanies. But if someone Googles 
one of my artworks, that’s a great 
starting point. The idea is to tackle 
important social issues.”

Soleimani’s art focuses on political 
oppression and social justice. Her 
style, influenced by her parents’ 
experiences as well as the current 
tensions and persecutions in their 
homeland, uses performance, film, 

photography, sculpture and other forms 
of expression. Soleimani’s newest 
project, however, uses the power of 
words: She’s ghostwriting the accounts 
of her parents’ experiences. She calls 
this her most important project to 
date. It will include photographs that 
focus on their experiences as political 
refugees and their challenges in 
adapting to U.S. life.

But that yet-to-be-completed 
undertaking comes after years of 
creating art. Bringing together images 
from news and social media, her bold, 
collage-like compositions expose 
disturbing truths hidden in encoded 
media messages.  Her collage “Hotbed” 
(2020), for example, draws attention 
to Iran’s response to the Covid-19 
pandemic. The work reproduces a 
detail from a press photo taken of 
Iran’s deputy health minister during 
a moment in which he was publicly 
insisting on Iran’s effective handling 

of the pandemic while simultaneously 
wiping his brow with a handkerchief. 
Soon after, it was revealed that he 
was privately battling the virus during 
this most public of announcements. 
Soleimani’s work satirically critiques 
global politics, power structures and 
both Eastern and Western cultures, 
revealing the overconsumption of 
political information.

Soleimani, who now lives in Rhode 
Island, grew up in Indianapolis as the 
daughter of political refugees who 
fled Iran after the 1979 revolution. 
Her parents’ stories of struggle and 
survival profoundly influenced her 
art, which often addresses the failures 
of the Iranian government to provide 
a minimum standard of living for its 
citizens. Her work also reflects the 
U.S. government’s role in the politics 
of Iran.

Soleimani said her father’s political 
activism and experiences as a young 
medical student in Iran, precisely when 
the Iranian regime was established in 
the late 1970s, have had an incalculable 
impact on her artwork and worldview.

Her father, Dr. Manoocher Soleimani, 
was a political refugee who fled to the 
United States in the early 1980s after 
the rise of the Islamic Republic. He 
recalled talking to his daughter about 
his experiences and their impact on 
her, furthering her interest in Iranian 
activism.

“What she absorbed from me is to 
improve the society around us, and the 
society around us doesn’t change if we 
pay attention just to our personal lives,” 
Dr. Soleimani said. “Life is bigger than 
all of us, and society demands that we 
pay our dues.”

Dr. Soleimani said he is proud of his 

daughter’s activism through art. He 
had instilled a philosophy of remaining 
“true to yourself” in his daughter from 
an early age, which he believes fueled 
her commitment to activism.

Dr. Soleimani also said his wife 
insisted on teaching Farsi, the official 
language of Iran, to their daughter. 
He believes the language linked his 
daughter “to Iranian culture [and] to 
her roots.”

Soleimani’s other artwork also takes 
aim at political structures and actions. 
She depicted top U.S. officials, such as 
former Vice President Dick Cheney, 
former Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger and former Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld, to criticize 
the U.S.’ involvement in Iraq.

In one such artwork, she paints 
Rumsfeld holding hands with Cheney 
while wearing only a $100 bill towel 
and baseball cap, suggesting a corrupt 
relationship between politics and 
corporate greed.

The image of Kissinger kneeling 
beside the partially nude José María 
Botelho de Vasconcelos, Angola’s 
Minister of Petroleum, raising an oil-
smeared diamond ring is a potent 
commentary on the global exploitation 
of natural resources by powerful 
nations.

Soleimani said ghostwriting stories 
of people from diasporas became 
popular in the early 2000s in the 
form of memoirs. Learning from 
different immigrant experiences about 
finding identity within a new cultural 
landscape, she was inspired to share 
her own parents’ stories.

“My parents’ stories helped me find 
my way to the stories of people like 
them.”

Sheida Soleimani Creates Art of Resistance
By Kevin A. Mani

Read
Sampan
online:
Sampan.
org

‘Khooroos Manoocher’ 2021; Image courtesy of the artist
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Dragon Boat Museum Celebrates Opening

Over 300 people attended the open-
ing of the Dragon Boat Museum in 
Quincy, Massachusetts on May 31.

As part of Quincy’s 400th Anni-
versary of its settlement, the muse-
um welcomed the public to explore 
the historical significance of dragon 
boats and the deep roots of dragon 
boat racing in Asian cultures. The 

Dragon Boat Museum is the vision of 
artist Peter Ng. 

At the ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
Matt Seto, CEO of the Dragon Boat 
Museum and Executive Director of 
the American Legion Chinatown 
Post 328, said, “This museum is not 
just about boats. It’s about heritage, 
perseverance, and the enduring spir-

it of the community. We are proud to 
open our doors in Quincy, a city with 
a rich maritime past and a dynamic 
multicultural future.”

Quincy City Council President Ian 
Cain remarked on the significance of 
the moment: “The Asian community 
has become such a strong pillar of 
our city — building organizations, 

founding small businesses, and really 
making Quincy thrive.” Then he add-
ed: “I’ve never been in a dragon boat, 
but I look forward to being trained.”

For more, see https://sampan.
org/2025/uncategorized-en/artist-
fulfills-dream-with-dragon-boat-mu-
seum/

                                     — Ben Lee

DRAGON FEST: Art-
ist Peter Ng gives a 

presentation of Drag-
on boats at the grand 

opening of the Quincy 
Dragon Boat Museum.                                                                                         

Photo by Ben Lee

Most catch basins in Boston connect to storm drains that 
discharge the runoff to the nearest brook, river, or Boston 
Harbor. Substances carelessly spilled, onto our streets or 
directly into a catch basin can pollute Boston Harbor, the 

Charles, Neponset and Mystic Rivers.

Please keep chemicals, 
pet waste and litter OUT 
of Boston’s storm drains!

DON’T DUMP
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Roxbury Concert Series – Yagmur Soy-
demir

Date: Saturday, June 7, 2025

Time: 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Address: BPL,  149 Dudley Street, Roxbury, 
MA 02119

The Roxbury Concert series presents 
award-winning flutist Yagmur Soydemir in 
her series debut. From classical concert halls 
to jazz stages across Europe and the U.S., 
Yagmur’s vibrant musical voice bridges 
genres, cultures, and traditions. A reception 
will follow the performance – come meet 
the artist and connect with fellow music 
lovers.

Admission: free, registration required
To register: roxburyconcertseries@gmail.
com

Celebrate Juneteenth with Little Upris-
ings at Boston Public Library, Charles-
town

Date: Monday, June 9, 2025

Address: 179 Main St,  Charlestown, MA 
02129

Children will learn about Opal Lee, the 
grandmother of Juneteenth, in the program 
“Opal Lee Leaves a Legacy” in this interac-
tive workshop.

Event link: https://www.bpl.org/locations/
charlestown/

 
Admission: free 

Boston Portuguese Festival

Date: Sunday, June 8

Time: 12 - 88 pm
Address: City Hall Plaza, 1 City Hall 
Square, Boston, MA 02203
 
 Come celebrate Portuguese culture in style 
at the Boston Portuguese Festival!

Admission: free 

Civic Summit 2025: Be the Change- May-
or’s Office of Civic Organizing

Date: Saturday, June 7

Time: 9 am -4 pm

Address: Boston University Questrom 
School of Business, 595 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Boston, MA 02215

Join the Civic Summit 2025: Be the 
Change, hosted by the Mayor’s Office of 
Civic Organizing.

Event link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
civic-summit-2025-be-the-change-tickets-
1335437261799?aff=

Admission: free registration required

15th Annual Dance for World Communi-
ty by Jose Mateo Ballet Theatre

Date: Saturday, June 7

Time: 12 - 6 pm

Address: Harvard Square, Harvard St, Cam-
bridge, MA 02138

The festival is a free, public, all-day event 
featuring performances and classes from 
over 60 local dance companies, as well as 
over 20 social justice organizations and 
non-profits designed to raise awareness 
about dance and its potential to address so-
cial and environmental issues. 

Event link: https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/15th-annual-dance-for-world-community-
tickets-

Admission: free after registration 

2025 Greater Boston Birth Equity Coali-
tion Community Gathering

Date: Saturday, June 14

Time: 111 am- 1 pm

Address:  1544 Columbus Ave, 1544 Co-
lumbus Avenue, Boston, MA 02119

Join for an impactful and meaningful gath-
ering at the 2025 Greater Boston Birth 
Equity Coalition Community Convening 
Brunch, dedicated to “Celebrating Fathers 
and Honoring Juneteenth.”

Event link: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/2025-greater-boston-birth-equity-co-

alition-community-gathering-

Admission: free, registration required  

Boston Career Fair

Date: Friday, June 13

Time: 9:30 am- 12:30 pm

Address: Hilton Hotel, Street Boston, MA 
02108

CONNECT with the right employers. This 
career fair is a great recruitment event to 
connect with top employers in the areas of 
Government, Sales, Retail, Education, In-
formation Technology, Engineering, Health-
care, Financial Services, Management, 
Manufacturing, Customer Service, as well 
as other career paths.

Event link:https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/boston-career-fair-tickets-
497848577497?aff=

Admission: free after registration

Sprouts of Resilience: A Tofu Making 
Workshop by Pao Arts Center 

Date: Saturday, June 7, 2025

Time: 1:00 PM  4:00 PM

Address: 99 Albany Street, Boston, MA 
0211

Event Link: https://www.paoartscenter.org/
events/sprouts-june

Events Calendar 

ABCD-Boston, MA
Position: Mental Health Specialist, 
FT, Central office
Master’s degree in social work, counsel-
ing, or related field and hold a license or 
mental health certification.  Minimum of 
one to three years of relevant experience 
in providing services to inner-city chil-
dren and low-income culturally diverse 
families required.
Salary: $38.64 / hour
To apply:  https://careers.bostonabcd.
org/

Position: Career Advisor, FT Boston, 
Hybrid 
Minimum of a High School Degree or 
GED required, and a minimum of three 
years of customer service or relevant 
experience required.d
An Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree in 
human services, public administration, 
business management, or a related field 
is preferred but not required.
At least 2 years of experience working 
in a career center, providing services to 
businesses, or other related experience 
preferred but not required.
To apply: https://careers.bostonabcd.org/

Position: Data Administrator, FT 
Minimum of a bachelor’s degree in 
business, computer science, human ser-
vices, or related field, and one to three 
years of experience in the areas of data 
entry, data integrity, and information 
management required.
Salary: $29.48 / hour

To apply: https://careers.bostonabcd.org/

Position: Career Advisor - Workshop/
Resource Room Facilitator, FT, Hy-
brid, Woburn 
A Minimum of a High School Diploma, 
or equivalent, and a minimum of three 
years of customer service or relevant 
experience are required.
An Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree in 
human services, public administration, 
business management, or a related field 
is preferred but not required.
At least 2 years of experience working 
in a career center, providing services to 
businesses, or other related experience 
preferred but not required.
To apply: https://careers.bostonabcd.org/

City of Cambridge 
Position: Building Custodian, FT 
High school diploma or GED required.  
CORI required. Valid driver’s license 
required. Any acceptable education and 
experience providing knowledge, abili-
ties, and duties are cited. 
Salary range: $22.30 - $30.33 Hourly
Apply at:https://phe.tbe.taleo.net/phe02/
ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=-
CAMBRIDGEM

Position: Bilingual Office Aide  PT, 18 
hrs per week
Excellent customer service skills
Bilingual
Accuracy and attention to detail
Salary: $19.70 hourly
Apply at:https://phe.tbe.taleo.net/phe02/

  Job Corner         
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Asian American History Bill in Congress
current poor representation of Asian 
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and 
Pacific Islanders in U.S. textbooks 
and classrooms, say the two U.S. 
lawmakers.

Calling in part for amending the 
“Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965,” the measure seeks to put 
in writing language that would ensure 
history books and lessons include the 
Asian American experience.

“The traditional American history 
curriculum for kindergarten through 
grade 12 continues to be taught 
from a Eurocentric point of view 
and excludes histories of racist 
immigration laws relevant to policies 
today,” according to the bill.

Indeed the history of this diverse 
population is vast and intertwined 
with the nation’s past, and includes 
crucial events and critical figures 
that helped shape the nation’s civil 
and immigrant rights movements and 

legislation. The Supreme Court case 
“United States v. Wong Kim Ark,” 
which dates back to the late 1800s, 
for example, affirmed the application 
of birthright citizenship in the 14th 
Amendment to all people born on 
U.S. soil. Other important individuals 
in U.S. history were Fred Korematsu 
and Mitsuye Endo, who challenged 
the mass incarceration of Japanese 
Americans during World War II. 
In addition, the history of Native 
Hawaiians predates the founding 
of the U.S. and much of Chinese 
American history dates back hundreds 
of years and is fraught with racist 
policies and measures – including the 
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which 
legal experts say still influences court 
decisions of today.

Also often overlooked are key 
moments in the histories of peoples 
from places like Cambodia and the 
Philippines.

Sen. Hirono said it’s critical to 

ensure that the stories 
of Asian Americans, 
Pacific Islanders and 
native Hawaiians 
are taught in schools 
and textbooks, 
especially when these 
“communities are 
under attack by those 
who wish to erase 
our achievements and 
sacrifices.”

Longtime Boston-
area educator Vivian 
Wu Wong, who spent 
decades teaching at 
Milton Academy, 
said she agrees with the intent of the 
bill and she’s happy to see legislators 
advocating for Asian American, 
Pacific Islander and Hawaiian history.

But, Wu Wong warned, she does not 
want to see it come at the expense of 
other minority groups.

“Time and time again, we have 
seen AANHPIs pitted against other 
minority groups (as the authors of 
this bill have noted), and I wouldn’t 
want this to be one of those times,” 
said Wu Wong in an email to the 
Sampan. Citing a recent example of 
manipulating such efforts, Wu Wong 
noted that when Florida banned 
AP African American studies a few 
years ago, it also signed a measure to 
establish Asian American history in 
the state’s public schools.

While she worries this bill could be 
twisted in the same manner by some 
politicians, she sees the overall effort 
as positive as long as it’s inclusive.

“We need national leaders to make 
sure this history is being taught, 
for all the reasons that have been 
stated,” said Wu Wong, who recently 
designed a course on teaching Asian 
American history in Eastern U.S. 
classrooms. “As a former teacher, I 
know how difficult it is to re-design 
curriculum, and without this kind of 
support, changes rarely happen in a 
timely way, if ever. I don’t think the 
Secretary of Education should dictate 
content, but they can certainly help 
pave the way for new initiatives and 
programs.”

The newest version of the bill – 
which had been pushed in previous 
years – arrived during Asian American 
and Pacific Islander Heritage month, 
and months after an executive order, 
No. 14148, was signed by Pres. 
Donald Trump. Some view that order 
as an attempt wipe out diversity efforts 
from the previous administration, 
including voiding former Pres. Joe 
Biden’s order from 2021, “Advancing 
Equity, Justice, and Opportunity for 
Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, 
and Pacific Islanders.”

“Teaching Asian American, 
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific 
Islander history is critical to 
gaining a better understanding of 
the discrimination and prejudice 
endured by the AANHPI community, 
as well as our community’s many 
accomplishments,” added Sen. Hirono 
in a statement. “As diversity, equity, 
and inclusion continue to be attacked 

by the Trump 
administration, 
this legislation 
would help 
increase awareness 
of the history, 
contributions, 
and experiences 
of the AANHPI 
community.”

Despite the bill’s 
uphill battle ahead 
in a Republican-
led Congress, 
its backers hope 
that this time the 
resolution will make 

its way into law, as it’s common for 
measures to be introduced several 
times before gaining needed political 
support. But its introduction also 
serves as a way to bring to light the 
important moments in history made 
by Asian Americans, Pacific Islander 
Americans and native Hawaiians.

The resolution is cosponsored 
by Democratic Sens. Cory Booker 
of New Jersey, Ruben Gallego 
of Arizona, Amy Klobuchar of 
Minnesota, Alex Padilla of California, 
and Jacky Rosen of Nevada. In the 
House, it’s cosponsored by dozens 
of Democratic lawmakers, including 
Doris Matsui of California, Jerry 
Nadler of New York and Ilhan Omar 
of Minnesota.

While the resolution itself avoids 
giving specific requirements on 
what should be taught, the act 
would require U.S. Department of 
Education-funded presidential and 
congressional academies’ grant 
applicants and recipients to “include 
Asian American, Pacific Islander, 
and Native Hawaiian history as 
part of their American history and 
civics programs offered to students 
and teachers.” Questions about 
Asian American, Pacific Islander, 
and Native Hawaiian history 
would be also be encouraged for 
national and state tests administered 
through the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress. In addition, 
the bill would push for collaboration 
with the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Asian Pacific American Center in 
developing educational programming.  
And it would amend the act of 1965 
to include language specific to Asian 
American, Native Hawaiian, and 
Pacific Islander history.

As Sampan reported recently, a 
survey released in May about views 
of Americans in general on Asian 
Americans, Pacific Islanders and 
Native Hawaiians found a severe 
lack of knowledge about Asian 
Americans and their history. When 
asked to name a famous person from 
those backgrounds, for example, 
most people could not name one 
and those who did picked martial 
arts celebrities from decades past, 
such as Bruce Lee, who died a half 
century ago. The survey also found 
a lack of knowledge about historical 
events such as the incarceration of 
Japanese Americans during the early 
1940s.

Continued From Page  1

WU WONG
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6/2-6/8
MEDICARE FRAUD PREVENTION WEEK

PROTECT            DETECT            REPORT

Massachusetts Senior Medicare Patrol Program
800-892-0890    www.MASMP.org

每个人都可以采取行动来预防联邦医疗保险（Medicare）
诈骗。让我们在**长者医疗巡守队（Senior Medicare 
Patrol, SMP）**的全国医疗诈骗防范周期间共同努力。 
时间为2025年6月2日（星期一）至6月8日（星期日）。

这周为什么重要？

每年因医疗错误、诈骗和滥用导致联邦医疗保险损失约600
亿美元。这会影响所有受益人，通常会让他们付出时间、金
钱和健康的代价。
如果服务提供者一再出错且未加以纠正，这可能是滥用或诈
骗的警示信号。联邦医疗保险（Medicare）诈骗损害我们
所有人

联邦医疗保险受益人可以采取的措施：
 ■ 不要将您的联邦医疗保险号码提供给您不认识或不信任的人。
 ■ 请务必查看您的《联邦医疗保险摘要通知》（Medicare Summary Notices）

、《福利说明》（Explanation of Benefits）以及所有其他医疗账单明细。.
 ■ 如发现任何可疑费用，请拨打800-892-0890向**马萨诸塞州长者医疗巡守队

（SMP）**报告。

由美国社区生活管理局（Administration for Community Living，ACL）编号为90MPPG0093-02的拨款资助  

**长者医疗巡守队（SMP）**是一个全国性项目，致力于教育和指导联邦医疗保险受益
人、家庭成员和照护者如何预防、发现和报告医疗保险诈骗。

Hong Kong Fest Takes Over Somerville

The New England Hong Kong 
Festival is an annual, community-run 
event that brings together the local 
Hongkonger community to celebrate 
during Asian American Native Hawai-
ian Pacific Islander Month. This year, 
it happened on Children’s Day, June 1, 
at Seven Hills Park in Somerville.

The festival was full of energy and 
culture, with live music from local 
Cantonese bands like Juksing and 
Contempo, a photo booth, and pop-up 

shops. Bright Hong Kong-style street 
signs hung from the trees, creating the 
feeling of being back in the city. Fami-
lies and kids enjoyed Cantonese board 
games, played Mahjong, and authentic 
street food like curry fishballs, milk 
tea, and sweet red bean pudding.

There were also limited-edition 
merch, local newspapers, and a station 
where visitors could design their own 
custom buttons. It was the perfect day 
to celebrate culture, community, and 
connection.

Text and photo by DongDong Yang

CCBA Celebrates New 
Housing in Chinatown

Beacon Communities and the Chi-
nese Consolidated Benevolent Asso-
ciation of Boston held a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony to celebrate the grand 
opening of 85 new affordable hous-
ing units located at the Pok Oi Apart-
ments in Boston’s Chinatown. The 
six-story building that sits next to 
Beacon’s Tai Tung Village features a 
mix of one-, two- and three-bedroom 
units, a community room, on-site 
laundry and other amenities. Nine 
households within the building will 

be occupied by those experiencing 
homelessness.

At the event were Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu; Dara Kovel, CEO, 
Beacon Communities; Felix Lui, 
President, CCBA; Senator Nick 
Collins, First Suffolk; Representa-
tive Aaron Michlewicz, Third Suf-
folk; Charlie Liao, Director-Gener-
al, TECO Boston, Dana LeWinter, 
Chief of Public and Community En-
gagement, and other state and com-
munity leaders.       — Sampan staff


