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EDDIE AHN

During the height of Covid in 2020, 
environmental policy advocate Eddie 
Ahn started what he thought was just a 
pandemic project — posting snippets of 
his comic book memoir to social media. 
The posts — about career anxieties, 
the bumpy road to artistic success, and 
growing up Korean American with 
industrious immigrant parents — reso-
nated with readers. 

And then his comic strips took off.
The original goal was to develop 

a series of short stories for the small 
but well-respected comics publisher 
Fantagraphics. But when Ahn received 
an email from Penguin Random House 
about publishing his work as a book, he 

By Anna Hu

Eddie Ahn Draws From 
His Life as an ‘Advocate’

By Adam Smith

Artist, Writer 
Chats With 
Sampan About 
Creating His 
Graphic Novel

Vietnamese Americans Tell Story of Diaspora 
in Own Words at 50-Year Anniversary Event

This April marks a half-century 
since refugees began flooding 
from Vietnam after the end of the 
war, making their perilous escape 
from persecution and violence. In 
recognition of this anniversary, 
hundreds of Vietnamese 
Americans and others are slated 
to gather on April 26 at Boston 
College High School in Dorchester 

for “Remembering Black April: 50 
Years of Vietnamese Diaspora.”

“It’s a pretty momentous year 
and time to think about the impact 
of the war’s legacy on families 
and communities,” said artist and 
community organizer Ngoc-Tran 
Vu, the lead project director with  
The 1975: A Vietnamese Diaspora 
Commemoration Initiative.

Her exhibit near the entrance of 
the event will consist of suspended 

traditional conical hats that will 
create a space for “reflection, 
memory and healing.”

Vu’s group is one of the many 
leading the commemoration. 
Others, who are part of the 
coalition, include Boston Little 
Saigon, the Vietnamese American 
Community of Massachusetts, 
VietAID, the Cultural 
Empowerment Organization, and 
the Massachusetts Vietnamese 

Scouts Association.
More than 600 people are 

expected to turn out, say the 
organizers, including community 
leaders, historians, artists, 
refugees, and immigrants from 
across New England. The event 
will include performances, arts and 
history exhibits, and storytelling 
to give voice to the diaspora and 

Continues on Page 3
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The owner of Double Chin Restau-
rant and Bao Bao Bakery says she is 
facing eviction from her two China-
town businesses, after about 8 years 
in operation. Owner Gloria Chin grew 
up in Boston and says that Chinatown 
“has always been a really big part of 
my identity” as her family has been 
involved in businesses in the neigh-
borhood for multiple generations. We 
spoke to her about the struggles of run-
ning a business in the area — including 
hiring staff, rising costs and rent hikes 
— as well as zoning and other issues.

What are some of the challenges 
your businesses are facing?
It’s really hard to hire people, especial-
ly good people. It feels like ever since 
Covid, that has been a consistent issue. 
Another issue is the price increases, 
like a disproportionate price increas-
es. Especially within the bakery indus-
try, products like milk and eggs have 
jumped a lot higher, much more quickly 
than like a lot of other products. And 
shipping costs have gone up a lot for 
the products that we use since the pan-
demic. Since Covid-19, there has defi-
nitely been less foot traffic because 
there are fewer people working in the 
offices, and then a huge increase in our 
rent....

What are some changes that you’ve 
noticed in the neighborhood?
It has changed a lot. There’s definite-
ly been pros and cons. The Chinatown 
gate area looks really nice now. And 
it feels like within the last five years, 
they’ve been continuously improving 
that little park. So that’s been really 
nice. And I’ve loved seeing the summer 
events that they’ll do there. They have 
public movie screenings. And then they 
have lanterns lit up around the clock.

And then some of the other changes 
– there’s just been a disproportionate 

amount of franchises opening in the 
area. And I personally feel like nothing 
sucks the soul out of a community more 
than Asian Starbucks. I feel like in our 
zip code, half of it is boba shops and 
specifically franchises. There’s less 
and less independent businesses and 
just less unique restaurants in general.

Why should we have more small, 
locally owned businesses instead of 
franchises?
It gives the community a choice in 
how they want to spend their money. 
It’s not going to a large conglomerate, 
and I think that at the end of the day 
the small business owners are going 
to be the ones who care about creating 
community and like advocating for the 
community, doing something for the 
people that live here. You’re just not 
going to get that from these corpora-
tions who really are just here to make 
money….

And the restaurant industry is often 
dominated by males and white males. 
Might I add so it feels very empowering 
to be a young female entrepreneur of 
color who is contributing to the restau-
rant scene, not just in Chinatown, Bos-
ton, but also Boston in general. And 
given my identity — of my sister having 
grown up here and our family roots to 
Chinatown and having done business 
in Chinatown for decades — it only 
makes sense for us to stay here.

How can community members sup-
port you?
Just making our voice heard as a com-
munity can definitely help; spreading 
awareness and showing to the outside 
investors or the city that, we, as a com-
munity, are standing strong, stronger 
than ever together, to stand up for what 
we believe is right.

I think we need to have hard conver-
sations with people to spread aware-
ness about, not just what I’m going 
through, but what like all small busi-

ness owners are going through. Why? 
It’s important to vote with your money, 
and also just educating people about 
the dangers of gentrification and over 
modernizing, if that’s a word.

You know, the city is proposing new 
zoning guidelines for Chinatown, a 
height of 80 feet on your corner. Do 
you have an opinion about that?
I have a very mixed opinion. I think 
that one of the benefits to keeping the 
restrictions at 80 feet is, it helps our 
little Chinatown feel like a Chinatown 
and not Seaport per se. You see, like 
what overdevelopment has done to the 
Chinatown in Manhattan. And people 
don’t really go there anymore. But a lot 
of the small businesses are struggling 
in Manhattan’s Chinatown ever since 
all the developments happened. Based 
on what people want for our zoning, it 
sounds like it’s going to end up look-
ing like that — a lot of tall hotels, a lot 
of tall buildings. I do understand that 
housing is a very scarce resource in not 
just Chinatown, but all of Boston. So I 
do see how that would be a benefit of 
expanding the heights of the buildings. 
But I think that if they were to just be 
hotels and not even really be for hous-
ing and for helping grow the commu-
nity of people who want to live here. I 
don’t think that is that purposeful.

Why is being in Chinatown import-
ant to you?
It is meaningful to me because I have 
helped my parents at their multiple 
businesses throughout my entire life in 
Chinatown. So it’s kind of just been a 
core part of who I am, and I think that 
it’s really beautiful to kind of carry on 
their torch in my own way, and contin-
ue living out their legacy for them. So 
that to me is very meaningful.

Lowe is the Executive Director of the 
Chinatown Community Land Trust.
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CORRECTION: A photo caption 
for a story about singer Nita Slay 
should have stated the location as, 
‘Mission Church,’ or ‘Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help’ or the ‘Basilica.’ 
We apologize for the confusion.

By Martin Gao and Lydia Lowe

Chinatown Eatery Owner Speaks Out
Opinion/Chinatown Voices

We’ll leave the writing in this editorial 
to two voices that deserve to be magni-
fied. First, the words of Chief Judge J. 
Harvie Wilkinson III of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, who 
rejected an appeal by the Trump Admin-
istration in the case of Kilmar Abrego 
Garcia, who was mistakenly sent to an 
El Salvadoran prison:

“It is difficult in some cases to get to 
the very heart of the matter. But in this 

case, it is not hard at all. The govern-
ment is asserting a right to stash away 
residents of this country in foreign pris-
ons without the semblance of due pro-
cess that is the foundation of our con-
stitutional order. Further, it claims in 
essence that because it has rid itself of 
custody that there is nothing that can be 
done. This should be shocking not only 
to judges, but to the intuitive sense of 
liberty that Americans far removed from 

courthouses still hold dear.”
Next, are words from William Ken-

neth Sessions III, a senior judge of the 
U.S. District Court of Vermont, who 
said Rumeysa Ozturk should be sent to 
Vermont as she challenges her detention:

“Ms. Ozturk argues that her detention 
is in retaliation for her political speech, 
thus violating her rights under the First 
and Fifth Amendments. Her evidence 
supports her argument that the govern-

ment’s motivation or purpose for her de-
tention is to punish her for co-authoring 
an op-ed in a campus newspaper which 
criticized the Tufts University adminis-
tration, and to chill the political speech 
of others. The government has so far 
offered no evidence to support an alter-
native, lawful motivation or purpose for 
Ms. Ozturk’s detention.”

We agree on both counts.

Editorial: These Two Judgments Are Worth Reading
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BOOK TALK: Artist Eddie Ahn talks about his work while at the 
Quincy Upper School in Boston last month.                Courtesy photo.                                

quickly pivoted to a longer-form narra-
tive, creating what would become the 
graphic novel, Advocate.  In the richly 
illustrated and sparingly colored mem-
oir, Ahn weaves his family’s story into a 
broader one about community activism 
and environmental justice.

In his day job, Ahn is the executive 
director at San Francisco-based envi-
ronmental non-profit Brightline Defense 
and serves on three California environ-
mental policy commissions. But in the 
early morning before work and late at 
night, he’s a cartoonist and storyteller.

Ahn started crafting his memoir in 
2016 to explain to his parents why he 
stayed in low-paying non-profit work, 
even after earning a fancy law degree. 
Often working into the wee hours of 
the morning, he sketched and inked the 
panels, and shaded in his monochro-
matic color palette with trusty Copic 
markers. He then would digitally edit 
in dialogue boxes. Each page, he said, 
represents 20 to 30 hours of work, with 
a total of 5,000 hours poured into the 
book’s publication last April.

Ahn made several stops in Boston 
last month to talk about his memoir. He 
visited the Josiah Quincy Elementary 
and Upper schools, Boston Latin Acad-
emy, the Harvard Countway Library, the 
Boston Bar Association, and rounded 
off the trip with an event at Bedford’s 
Lif Bookshop. In talks, Ahn is soft-spo-
ken and engaging, with eyes that crinkle 
into half-moons when he smiles, which 
is often.

Ahn sat down with Sampan to chat 
about his family’s reactions to the book, 
“burrito math,” storytelling, activism, 
and working with students. The fol-
lowing has been edited for clarity and 
brevity. 

Sampan: You talk about your par-
ents’ reactions to the book as you’re 
in the process of making it. Have 
those reactions changed now that 
it’s been published, either with your 
parents or with your extended family 
in Korea?

Ahn: With my mother, I think the reac-
tion was really nice. I was very nervous 
that she would hate the book, thinking 
it’s a very bad take on her relationship 
with her father, my grandfather. But 
she ended up liking it a lot. She said 
she cried on multiple readings of the 
book, and that’s as good of a reaction 
as I could have hoped for that. And 
she’s now much more accepting of the 
nonprofit, so I think the book achieved 
its original goal.

My father, unfortunately, is very sick; 
he’s been consistently getting worse 
over the last two years. I did manage to 
show him the book when I was in South 
Korea. His eyes were tracking the pages 
as I was turning them, but verbally he 
was not responsive. So I’m not quite 
sure if he really appreciated it, but at 

least I showed him the pages.
And then my extended family, like my 

cousins, my aunts and even my grand-
mother, who’s still alive on my father’s 
side — they can’t read it in its entirety 
because they’re not fluent in English, 
but they can appreciate the visual work. 
And they know the corporation Penguin 
Random House. They’re like, “Oh, 
wow! This is like something that’s in any 
bookstore in America.”

Sampan: How did it feel to illustrate 
those more emotionally charged 
scenes around your family?
Ahn: Complicated. Even nowadays as 
I illustrate more about my father’s de-
cline, some of those panels are so hard 
to draw that I often draw them out of 
order. And then I mix and match and try 
to tell a story that makes sense linearly 
later.

I think the process of creating comics 
can be very hard, especially if you are 
the writer and artist. I have overarching 
themes, goals, and storytelling I want 
to achieve, and then I need to just start 
committing it on paper. As I draw, I’m 
finding the storytelling “beats” and 
getting it to a stage where the eye can 
move rapidly across a page.

Going back to the emotional conflicts 
in the book and the difficulties of my 
family, I think it was important to put it 
out there. For me, it was always just try-

ing to find that right balance. You want 
to make each story emotionally reso-
nant, authentic, but you don’t want to 
burden the reader with so much detail, 
or maybe even so much emotion, where 
you get bogged down with it all.

Sampan: In addition to your fam-
ily, another figure that features 
prominently is the late Dr. Espanola 
Jackson, a noted environmental and 
social justice activist who lived in the 
Bayview-Hunters Point area of San 
Francisco. What do you hope that 
people take away from her advocacy 
story?
Ahn: I hope they focus on her as an 
individual. Being able to tell her story 
on this kind of platform, whether it was 
an Instagram account or a published 
memoir, I thought that was really good. 
She could be known as a local figure, 
very specific to San Francisco history. 
But I wanted to make her story a lot 
more than that, too.

The other thing I hope people take 
away from the chapter on Espanola is 
the relationship between two very differ-
ent individuals, myself and her, and the 
different communities that we are part 
of and represent.

In the US, we pride ourselves on 
being a multiracial society. We talk a lot 
about different communities, and how 
we need to unite to come together. But 

the act of building that kind of bridge is 
quite hard.

Even in nonprofit work, it’s easy to get 
siloed and not reach across to a very 
different audience or community from 
your own. A lot of my work early on in 
environmental policy-making was not 
necessarily about the policy but build-
ing up communities and making them 
relate more to environmental policy. 
That is something that I really wanted to 
focus on in telling Espanola’s story.

Sampan: Switching gears, one 
thing I thought was quite funny in 
your book was when you talked 
about measuring the cost of things in 
burritos, which at the time was eight 
dollars for a two-meal burrito. Do 
you still use “burrito math”?

Ahn: There’s a new burrito inflation 
happening, so a burrito can cost as 
much as twenty dollars, which I was 
astonished by. I don’t eat burritos nearly 
as often now, probably once a week. 
So I still keep in touch with the burrito 
economy.

Do I measure everything in burri-
tos? Not as much anymore. My life has 
become more settled. The burrito math 
days were very scrappy days, super, 
super intense work days. The salary I 
made for a long time at Brightline was 
rough for a high cost of living area like 
San Francisco. But my life has become 
a lot more settled, thank goodness!

Sampan: You start Advocate with 
your first out-of-college job at an 
after-school program in Oakland, 
California, and the close relationships 
you formed with your students. What 
has it been like talking with young 
people on your book tour? Any differ-
ences between the older and younger 
students?
Ahn: The presentations I give between 
the grade levels are very different. For 
elementary to middle school, we inten-
tionally built in a graphic novel making 
section. So the students had a bunch of 
clipboards and two sheets of paper, and 
I would talk to them about panel layout. 
It wasn’t so much about my own story, 
my graphic memoir. I talked a little bit 
about my family with that audience, but 
the purpose of that kind of talk is really 
to empower them, to have them be able 
to tell their own story.

Sampan: And what about high school 
or college students?
Ahn: Those conversations were very 
sharp, and I was pleasantly surprised 
by how engaged they were with the 
concept of climate change, and, “What 
can I do around it?”

The title of the book, Advocate, was 
always meant to have several meanings. 
It’s not just about being an advocate for 
environmental policy or environmen-
tal injustice; it’s also about being an 
advocate for oneself. So I could see the 

Continued From Page 1

Why Eddie Ahn Says: ‘I Gotta 
Draw a Comic About That’

Continues on Page 13
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By Kevin A. Mani

Arab American Heritage Month

‘No One Can Walk It For You’

Haleh Liza Gafori had the offer of a 
lifetime. And then she said no.

Gafori was one of the lucky few to 
get accepted into Harvard Medical 
School. But instead, the Iranian-
American writer and translator decided 
to pursue her true passion: The arts.

“It’s a pity,” her mother said 
recently, holding a framed copy of her 
daughter’s acceptance letter.

Instead, Gafori earned a Master of 
Fine Arts degree in creative writing 
from the City College of New York.

Now, years later, the 49-year-old  — 
who’s also a singer, songwriter, poet 
and educator — is not looking back. 
She has several works in her portfolio, 
including Water, a follow-up to Gold, 
her acclaimed 2022 translation of 
Rumi’s poetry. She will appear at 
the Cambridge Center for Adult 
Education’s Blacksmith House Poetry 
Series on Monday, May 5, and at 
Brookline Booksmith’s Transnational 
Literature Series on Tuesday, May 6.

Born in the Bronx on March 13, 
1974, Gafori is the second child of 
two physicians who left Iran for the 
United States shortly after the 1979 
revolution. She was raised in Tenafly, 
New Jersey, alongside her older sister, 
Valery. While Valery followed in 
their father’s footsteps, becoming a 
gynecologist, Gafori went in a different 

direction. As Rumi wrote about the 
paths we choose in life, “No one can 
walk it for you.”

Gafori first discovered her passion 
for the arts in middle school, 
performing in a musical production. 
Her creative curiosity continued to 
blossom in adolescence.

“Eugène Ionesco’s The Bald 
Soprano taught me about the absurdity 
of humanity,” she recalled.

She then attended Stanford 
University and, despite her interest in 
the arts, chose to study biology.

“As the child of Iranian immigrants, 

both physicians, there was a sense that 
following in my parents’ footsteps was 
the only legitimate career choice,” she 
said.

After her pivotal moment of getting 
accepted into Harvard and turning it 
down, she said, life wasn’t without its 
obstacles, especially financial ones.

“A career in the arts is more 
challenging than a more conventional 
career because you don’t know what’s 
going to happen,” she said. “It’s not as 
clear a path. You’re often dealing with 
the unknown, with mystery. You never 
know when the next job opportunity 
will arise.”

She emphasized the importance of 
versatility for any working artist.

“If you choose to pursue a career in 
the arts, don’t keep all your eggs in one 
basket,” she said. “There will always 
be stressors in the arts. But you don’t 
want to feel stressed about something 
you feel passionate about, so it’s good 
to have other avenues—other types 
of jobs—whether that means you’re 
producing music for film and TV or 
teaching.”

For a time, Gafori worked as a tour 
guide at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in Manhattan.

Her translations have received 
critical acclaim for reintroducing Rumi 
to English-speaking audiences through 
a poetic voice that remains deeply 
rooted in the Farsi original.

“Gafori’s new translations of Rumi 
are the work of someone who is at 
once an acute and enamored reader 
of the original Farsi text, a dedicated 
miner of context and back story, 
and, best of all, a marvelous poet in 
English,” poet Marilyn Hacker has 

written.
For Gafori, translation is more than 

a technical exercise — it’s a sacred 
encounter.

“In translation, you eat the words 
of a poem and let them flow through 
you,” she said. “You then sit down and 
attempt to bring them into the music of 
another language.”

Looking back, she has no regrets 
about choosing the artist’s path.

“We’ve got to make decisions in 
life. We may never know if they’re 
the right decision,” she said. “But is 
it really about right and wrong? Life 
is a journey. We make a decision, and 
then we’ve got to move forward, not 
backward.”

Ultimately, the decision to pursue 
a career in the arts, she believes, 
“depends on how much curiosity is 
fueling your dream and how much 
work has gone into your dream 
already.”

She also advises giving the choice 
careful consideration.

“Sit down and meditate on it,” she 
said. “Get advice from people who 
know you well, people who know how 
your psyche works. It’s a very personal 
decision, and it shouldn’t be made 
lightly.”

While the road may be uncertain, 
Gafori’s story is a testament to the 
rewards of a career in the arts. With 
determination, dedication and self-
discipline, the journey can foster deep 
personal growth and profound human 
connection.

As Gafori has said: “Life is a 
journey,” Gafori said. “We make a 
decision, and then we’ve got to move 
forward, not backward.”

Iranian-American 
Haleh Liza Gafori 
to Appear in Hub 
to Talk About Her
Translations, Life

HALEH LIZA GAFORI                                                 Photo by Beowulf Sheehan

At Keolis Commuter Services, we’re doing our part to acknowledge, celebrate 
and embrace all the things that make us unique. Let’s come together to promote 

understanding and acceptance for all.

Keolis is an equal opportunity employer and all qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment regardless of their race, color, sex, religion, 
age, creed, marital status, national origin, ancestry, disability status, protected veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identification or any other 
characteristic protected by law.

 Inclusion. 
Now That’s Something to Celebrate.
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On a weekend when much of the U.S. 
media was fixated on the latest tariff spat 
with China, a small group of doctors in 
Boston was focused instead on the hu-
manitarian crisis worsening in another 
part of the world: Gaza.

Israeli forces had – just hours before 
the doctors met in the Harvard medical 
campus – struck Al-Ahli Baptist Hospi-
tal, Gaza’s only remaining Christian hos-
pital and, according to press reports, the 
last fully operating hospital in Gaza City.

As the doctors gathered, the ironies of 
the time seemed everywhere: The day 
of the bombing was Palm Sunday, the 
month of meeting was National Arab 
American Heritage Month, and the dis-
cussion about the collapse of the health 
care system in Gaza took place in Bos-
ton’s world-renowned Longwood medi-
cal area.

None of these themes seemed lost on 
the doctors – Yipeng Ge, a family phy-
sician; Ghassan Abu-Sittah, a plastic 
surgeon; Thaer Ahmad, an emergency 
physician; and moderator Lea Sinno, a 
project manager at the Harvard Human-
itarian Initiative. Nor did any of the doc-
tors – the first three of whom had served 
for periods of time in hospitals in Gaza 
over the past year and a half – let the 
destruction of the day go unnoticed. To 
them, it was yet another devastating blow 
in an 18-month-long series of blows to 
the already decimated Palestinian health 
care infrastructure. Though the Israeli 
government claimed that it was target-
ing a command and control center at the 
location run by Hamas, that group de-
nied Israel’s claims, according to press 
reports. Hamas was responsible for the 
Oct. 7 2023 attacks inside Israel that Is-
raeli forces say justifies its ongoing raid 
on Gaza that has killed at least many tens 
of thousands of Palestinians and flattened 
vast areas of land, including neighbor-
hoods, health care centers, schools and 
other infrastructure.

The doctors, who were that day speak-
ing at the April 13 Arab Conference at 

Harvard, described the horrifying reali-
ties of the ongoing Israeli bombardment 
and what they saw: starvation, disease, 
pain, and death.

They also described the early sig-
nals that convinced them the war was a 
“genocidal” campaign from the start: the 
attack on health care facilities; the block-
ing of food, water and supplies; and the 
demolition of everything needed to live 
normally. They also described facing 
bias and institutional silencing — for 
example Ge was temporarily suspended 
from the University of Ottawa and was 
reprimanded by the Canadian Medical 
Association over his social media posts 
– and the failures of the international hu-
manitarian system. How could Western 
help take on the impossible task of sav-
ing Palestinians amid an overwhelming 
onslaught that it was also supporting and 
in some cases financing? they asked.

“As a community, as a world, we have 
failed in this genocide,” said Ge, who 
traveled to the conference from Canada. 
Ge, who has been an outspoken advocate 
of Palestinians and indigenous peoples in 
North America, was profiled in the Sam-
pan in February.

Ahmad agreed, calling out the “hypoc-
risy” of the system that he said fails to 
incorporate Palestinian voices.

Speaking just weeks after the Trump 
Administration gutted much of United 
States Agency for International Devel-
opment and moved to formally dissolve 
the agency, Abu-Sittah declared, “We’re 
witnessing the end of the humanitarian 
sector.” Additionally, he criticized the 
existing sources of aid as denying Pales-
tinians’ agency.

“What we need is not charity, but soli-
darity,” said the doctor.

At the same time, Abu-Sittah said, 
as the world has let Gaza devolve into   
genocide and as the Trump administra-
tion is deporting activists at home in the 
U.S., “fascism has now come home to 
roost.”

                                       — Adam Smith

We Need Solidarity 
Not Charity, Say Docs 
at Arab Conference

DOCS FOR GAZA: From left, Dr. Yipeng Ge; Dr. Ghassan Abu-Sittah (on 
screen); Dr. Thaer Ahmad; moderator Lea Sinno. Photo by Adam Smith
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only toilet paper belongs in the toilet. No wipes!

Bathroom Wipes   Baby Wipes   Disinfecting Wipes

To
w

elettes
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The musical A Man of No Impor-
tance, set in 1960s Dublin, delved 
thoughtfully into how love, commu-
nity, and art can be spiritual bulwarks 
for a closeted queer person amid 
homophobia and conservatism. At 
Speakeasy Theater, this wonderfully 
acted and staged performance ad-
dressed queer themes of both “com-
ing in” to oneself and coming out 
to the world with emotional depth, 
vigor, and bravery. 

Paul Daigneault directed this 
beautifully produced musical, his 
last show after 34 years at the helm 
of the Speakeasy Stage Company, 
which he founded. Performed live by 

on-stage musicians, the music lent a 
rich emotional tenor to the ups and 
downs of the protagonist’s journey. 
Daigneault’s swan song at Speak-
easy Stage was the New England 
Premiere of the recently reimagined 
version of a beloved classic, written 
by Terrence McNally. 

In the play, Alfie Byrne, a bus 
conductor, loves the poetry of Oscar 
Wilde and enjoys staging amateur 
productions with his local theater 
troupe. Church officials, however, 
shut down his upcoming play for 
its alleged perversity, turning Al-
fie’s life upside down. A Man of No 
Importance addresses queer life and 
challenges from the perspective of 

a closeted gay man. It does so by 
giving his particular set of concerns 
depth, without leaning into drama-
tized stereotypes of life as a queer 
person. While the homophobic 
violence of the time is thoughtful-
ly brought to life on stage, Alfie’s 
identity is portrayed as much more 
nuanced than this painful reality.

Alfie — acted brilliantly by 
Eddie Shields — loves earnestly and 
passionately. But he is well-versed in 
how to hide his love in a world that 
sees his authentic self as a threat. He 
charmingly reads his beloved Oscar 
Wilde poetry out loud to his bus 
riders, but hides this side of himself 
when his supervisor angrily checks 

in. He also conceals his romantic 
desires to avoid rocking the boat in 
his family and in his friendships. 
But the time comes when it becomes 
impossible to both love fully and to 
hide his feelings. A Man of No Im-
portance explores what it means to 
balance self-preservation and self-ac-
ceptance. It also poignantly delves 
into the question: When forced out 
of one’s private world and into direct 
confrontation with a hostile society, 
who or what can one lean on?

This nuanced take on “coming 
out” – which is rooted in but goes 
beyond queer identity – was a beau-
tiful, complex, and moving perfor-
mance.

‘A Man of No Importance’ at Speak Easy 
Theater Compassionately Explores Queer Life

The one-woman theater performance 
Beastly: An Autobiographical Femi-
nist Folk Tale at the Boston Center for 
the Arts opens in a not-too-distant dys-
topian future where oil tycoons rule 
while the world burns. Melissa Hale 
Woodman, who created and starred in 
Beastly, delves into female sexuality, 
identity, and aging, while connecting 
these autobiographical experiences 
with critiques of patriarchy, corporate 
greed, and climate crisis. 

The show is told through interwo-
ven short personal monologues with 
Woodman dressing up as animals to 
tell fables in delightful rhyming verse. 
Her character travels back in time, 
drawing on her personal experiences – 
from her teenage years to motherhood 
to perimenopause. 

Woodman’s wacky, funny perfor-
mance captivated the audience during 
its run in late February to early March. 
Her autobiographical “takes” on 
growing older, women’s sexuality, and 
fighting patriarchy were successfully 
brought alive on the stage with humor. 
But Beastly largely drew on a world-
view grounded in White feminism and 
White liberalism. (Hint: Taylor Swift 
is a heralded feminist icon in the play.) 
Beastly thus presents a limited exam-
ination of patriarchy, capitalism, and 
colonialism. While the fun fable-like 
short-stories and intimate revelations 
of aging as a woman were interest-
ing, as a woman of color I found that 
Beastly could benefit from reflection 
on the need for intersectional femi-
nism in challenging power structures. 
Although Woodman is writing what 
she knows, Beastly’s minimal consid-
eration of non-White, non-U.S., and 
non-wealthy experiences of the pains 
of patriarchy, capitalism, climate crisis 
-- as well as the collective struggles to 
dismantle these —- was unsettling.

Woodman’s storytelling about her 
life is vulnerable and raw. Woodman 
starts an intimate short story from her 

youth with “I haven’t told anyone this 
before…” Beastly’s most successful 
moments were those in which Wood-
man’s expressive voice brought to life 
a world largely hostile to women. Al-
ternating between her personal voice 
– unabashedly sensual, humorous, and 
at times serious – and those of the dra-
matic animal characters she inhabited, 
Woodman kept the audience members 
on their toes. The play culminated in a 
call to action for those in the audience 
to close their eyes and leave with a 
personal commitment to fighting for 
social change.

Beastly’s narration, however, of the 
threats of corporate greed and what 
is needed to address them largely 
reflects a White feminist perspective. 
White or liberal feminism prioritizes 

the perspectives of white middle class 
women and the issues that primarily 
affect them. White feminism also uni-
versalizes these agendas as being those 
of all feminists. For many women of 
color and other marginalized people 
in both the Global North and Global 
South, climate change and capitalism 
are real, imminent threats rather than 
future-bound, theoretical, looming 
dystopias. These present realities look 
like displacement from homes; threats 
to lives for speaking out against 
corporate power; and forced migra-
tion. At the end of Beastly, Woodman 
asks audience members to close their 
eyes, imagine a better future, and 
leave the play remembering that this 
performance inspired them to take 
change for social justice. What change 

does she mean, and social justice for 
whom? The lack of specificity of the 
kind of actions needed to fight capital-
ism, patriarchy, and the climate crisis 
is in itself a privilege; the message 
that one can summon the courage of 
Taylor Swift reproducing her album 
on her own terms “Taylor’s Version” 
and individually fight these systems 
is unrealistic for many communities 
under threat.

Beastly’s frequent, flippant mentions 
of “colonialism” were jarring. Colo-
nialism  was featured as a rhetorical 
stand-in for a big bad system to take 
down (listed alongside capitalism, 
CEOs, etc.) rather than a real ongoing 
system that deserves treatment with 
historical specificity. The repeated 
call-outs of colonialism were strange, 
given the play created an island of 
White middle class experience seem-
ingly detached from any colonized 
person’s experiences, or any internal 
examination of potential complicity 
in perpetuating ongoing colonization. 
Woodman mentioned off-hand that she 
normally gets lots of Amazon packag-
es, but was boycotting Amazon for a 
day during the Feb. 28 consumer boy-
cott. How should someone working at 
an Amazon packaging facility respond 
to corporate greed and capitalism — 
while also surviving within capitalism 
— without the privilege of a middle 
or upper-middle class consumer? How 
would a working-class Boston Chi-
natown resident being pushed out of 
their neighborhood by capitalist land 
grabs, while also facing intensified 
climatic issues (e.g. worse air quality, 
extreme heat and minimal shade, etc.) 
feel connected to Beastly’s message? 

Woodman daylights as Director 
of Strategic Partnerships at Corpo-
rate Accountability, a progressive 
advocacy organization that seeks to 
hold corporations accountable. The 
benefit performance raised money 
for Woodman’s organization as well 
as Brew & Forge and Neighborhood 
Birth Center.

‘Beastly’ Is Poignant But Fails 
to Address Elephant in the Room

By Virginia Sun

Arts

By Virginia Sun
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Amid a political push back against 
diversity and the rights of transgender 
people, the Queer Voices Festival at 
the Boston Center for the Arts Plaza 
Theater in late March brought togeth-
er a diverse group of performances of 
pride, joy, grief – and defiance.

 “Gay, gay, gay!” is how opening 
performer Peter Mill described his 
evening’s song and dance show. 

Indeed, during his time on stage, 
Mill commanded the space with 
powerful vocals and a magnetic stage 
presence, performing a mix of show 
tunes and pop songs to an enthusiastic 
audience. 

“I was so thrilled to be asked to 
be a small part of the Queer Voices 
Festival. I try to bring a mix of joy, 
boldness and unapologetic queerness 
to all of my work and to be sought out 
to be part of an evening like this feels 
really special,” Mill told Sampan 
later. “It’s always a wonderful feeling 
when people make space for you at 
the table.”

But Mill said his favorite part of the 
festival happens off the stage, when he 
can meet the many queer artists there. 

“People all at different places on 
their journeys and yet united in their 
desire to live boldly, beautifully and 
loudly. These are scary times we live 
in but sadly that’s nothing new to us. 
To see the resilience and love-forward 
bravery of the younger artists in par-
ticular gave me a lot of hope,” Mills 
said.

Organizers from the Boston The-
ater Company came on stage after 
Mill’s set to introduce the festival and 
announced to loud applause that all 
of the seats had been sold out for the 
evening. The festival used a pay-what-
you-wish model to sell tickets.

The festival weekend featured two 
showcases of seven 10-minute plays 

written by playwrights who identify as 
gay, queer, lesbian or transgender. The 
festival also featured a matinee staged 
reading of Brandon Zang’s “Or, Three 
Wise Monkeys” in collaboration with 
Chuang Stage on March 22. Shake-
speare and gender were explored on 
March 23 in a trial performance of 
“Beyond Boundaries: Gender Expres-
sion in Shakespeare,” created by Lisa 
Rafferty. The show was set to go on 
tour at 10 middle and high schools in 
the next week. 

The seven plays had themes ranging 
from deep explorations of grief after 
the loss of a loved one, comedic politi-
cal statements, exploration of identity, 
and exploration of the nuances of 
queer relationships. Throughout the 
performances, there were moments 
of real tenderness, raucous laughter, 
queer joy, and hope. 

Playwright Tom Zhang wrote “Oop, 
Can’t Say That.” and told Sampan that 
the festival had “had almost 100 plays 
that were submitted and they ended up 
picking and choosing seven.” 

Zhang, who uses they/them pro-
nouns, said they were excited to be a 
part of the 2nd year of the festival. 

“I think for me there’s like a sense 
of gratitude to the festival and to the 
Boston Theater Company for select-
ing it. But also, I think there’s a lot of 
joy in this sense of getting the chance 
to find a platform as someone who’s 
trans and Asian,” said Zhang. “It’s a 
story that I don’t really feel like I get 
to see a lot. And where I think both in 
queer communities, but also in Asian 
communities, there can be sort of two 
dual blindnesses in a way, where I 
think a lot of time queer discourse is 
very much dominated by white narra-
tives and white Eurocentric narratives 
and then in Asian American commu-
nities there are a lot of queer folks, 
but especially for folks who might be 

like, I’m second generation. So, this 
sense of understanding that queerness 
is a part of our experiences as well. 
I think the chance to get to present a 
story that is inherently about being 
both, again, trans and Asian, I think 
feels like a really lovely chance to 
expand the conversation around what 
community looks like, who is within 
community, and the distinct challeng-
es and stigmas that get associated 
with each and with existing within 
both.”

Zhang continued: ”I hope that the 
audience members take away the 
sense of the true diversity within the 
queer community and the diversity 
of experiences and the complexity of 
queer identity and queer narratives. 
I think we live in a world where it’s 
very easy to flatten perspectives and 
to flatten our understandings of other 
groups. And I guess it depends on the 
audience. I think for queer folks, I 
hope that we come away like finding 
a sense of community, finding a sense 
of joy and recognition and a sense of 
belonging in community. And then for 
folks who are outside the community 
… the sense of understanding, the 
breadth of experience that exists with-
in these labels that we have.”

Zhang’s play featured three char-
acters, two say they are “from the 
government and are here to help” yet 
they keep interrupting and censoring 
the main character when that charac-
ter tries to describe their trans Asian 
identity to the audience. The govern-
ment workers go so far as to erase the 
words the main character writes on 
a whiteboard and grow increasingly 
hostile in their interruptions, eventu-
ally dragging the main character off 
the stage. The play manages tackle 
censorship and silencing with humor. 

Zhang said they want people to 
know that they are seen and that queer 

Asian folks are not alone, especial-
ly those folks in the audience at the 
festival. 

The main character in “Oop, Can’t 
Say That” was performed by Welles-
ley College theater studies major, 
Jiayi Shao, who uses any pronouns. 
Shao described answering a casting 
call for the show. Shao said they have 
been looking for opportunities to per-
form, “specifically with narrative that 
center queer, Asian American voices” 
which is something they have been 
finding opportunities to do more often 
in the last few months. 

When asked what they hope audi-
ence members will take away from 
the play, Shao said, “In addition to 
sort of the sense of impending dan-
ger on our identities … this sense of 
resilience and persistence and … of 
finding joy both in our own identities 
and also sometimes in the ridiculous-
ness of the situation.”

About the festival, Shao said, “I 
think visibility is always a huge mo-
tivation of whatever I do if just even 
because I think of all the times that I, 
as an audience member see a fellow 
Asian American performer on stage. 
And it has always been very uplifting, 
especially in this field. That just feels 
like very historically predominantly 
white and that there’s like more of an 
erasure when it comes to that.”

Shao said the festival was timely in 
a week when the City of Boston an-
nounced after a City Council vote that 
it is now a “Sanctuary City” for trans 
and all other “LGBTQIA+” people. 

“I think any sort of policies that are 
more so what you want, like, protect-
ing our identities and any opportunity 
to come together as a community to 
be in each other’s presence and sort 
of relish our existence is something 
that I think is very valuable to peo-
ple.”

Queer Voices Festival Makes a 
Show of Joy, Defiance &Pride

By Harmony Witte

QUEER VOICES FESTIVAL: 
Photo by Maggie Hall
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“We must learn to see not only the 
differences, but also the talents and 
admirable qualities that reside within 
them.”

Those words, spoken by Dr. Xue-Jun 
June Kong, summed up the theme of 
this year’s Autism Awareness Sympo-
sium at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center on April 5-6. The event – held 
during the globally recognized Autism 
Awareness Month – touched on a vari-
ety of topics related to the neurological 
condition including uses of technolo-
gy, inclusion, arts and education.

More than a hundred people attend-
ed the symposium — some traveling 
from New York, California, South 
Carolina, and even Taiwan— to hear 
from the Harvard-affiliated clinicians, 
researchers, psychologists, as well as 
documentary filmmakers, behavioral 
therapists and other experts on the 
topic.

Dr. David Hirsh, the associate dean 
of Harvard Medical School, opened 
the conference, and was followed by 
Dr. Ann M. Neumeyer, medical direc-
tor at the Lurie Center of Massachu-
setts General Hospital, who discussed 
“Autism: Myths and Evidence.” Her 
talk addressed gender differences, pain 
perception, bone density and ongoing 
scientific developments that challenge 
and clarify long-standing assumptions 
about ASD.

Also speaking was Dr. Kong, the 
symposium chair and the director of 
the Synapse Laboratory at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital and Bos-
ton Children’s Hospital. Kong gave 
a talk titled, “New Individualized 
Approaches to Autism,” in which she 
surveyed current progress in au-
tism-related biomarkers — including 
genetics, microbiota, eye-tracking, 
heart scans, medical imaging, and 
AI. She told about her work to map 
out emerging therapeutic directions 
and targets. Her talk also emphasized 
strength-based education and advo-
cated for integrated health care–edu-
cation models that empower autistic 
individuals through “customized 
pathways.”

Dr. Walid Yassin, co-chair of the 
symposium and a psychiatry re-
searcher, discussed neurodiversity, 
encouraging a broader understanding 
of cognitive variance and its value in 
society.

The event was hosted by Beth Israel 
as well as the American Chinese 
Medical Exchange Society. Key orga-
nizers and session moderators includ-
ed Drs. Weigen Li, Zhao Liu, Qiaoxin 
Yang, Wei Yang, Bo Wang, Yiqing 
Song, and Xiaochun Wang, along 
with several physician volunteers who 
contributed with precision and care.

Also at the event, director Jianping 
Qu screened his documentary, “The 

Whisper of Colour,” chronicling the 
journey of Sophia, a young woman 
with autism whose exceptional artistic 
talent was discovered and nurtured, 
culminating in her being signed as a 
professional artist on her 18th birth-
day.

Dr. Jason Li, chair of the Boston 
Future Academy, discussed the broader 
implications of special education.

Other talks were given by financial 
adviser and certified public accountant 
Ms. Jinping Xu, who gave a practi-
cal lecture on financial planning for 
families with special needs, covering 
healthcare insurance and tax consid-
erations. Dr. Jian Kong from Massa-
chusetts General Hospital presented 
on the design and implementation of 
parent–child training programs rooted 
in mind–body medicine. Bai Pan, a 
behavioral therapist from New York, 
shared her recent research into per-
formance-based structured interviews 
and emergency response analyses as 
a foundation for skill-based, socially 
meaningful interventions.

Amber Huang, a senior in the film 
department at NYU’s Tisch School 
of the Arts, presented her short film, 
“Glass,” which explored the unique 
emotional experiences of siblings in 
families affected by autism.

Yin-Chun Chen from the Taiwan 
Autism Art Association and Yung-Chi 
Sung of Yuanzhi Education talked 
about the impact of art therapy in au-
tism, emphasizing how artistic expres-
sion can help unlock emotional and 
developmental growth in individuals 
on the spectrum.

Several autistic persons, including 
Raymond K. Wang, from the Boston 
area, shared their stories. Wang told 

his deeply personal journey—how 
he overcame the challenges of severe 
childhood autism to become a uni-
versity graduate, a math teacher, and 
a research assistant at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. Wang invented a 
new eye tracking parameter system 
and model to differentiate autism from 
non-autism, which led to a patent filing 
via MGH. This technology was intro-
duced commercially last year.

Yi-Hong Chen, a graduate student 
in special education from Taiwan, also 
spoke. Chen was born with multiple 
developmental disabilities and an un-
steady gait. He shared his paintings.

Hung-Hsuan Chen, a man in his 30s 
with Marfan syndrome, scoliosis, pro-
found myopia, and almost no spoken 
language, then took the stage. Under 
the guidance of his father and teacher, 
he has developed a stunning body of 

artwork. Watching him draw live on 
stage moved the audience deeply—his 
work defied assumptions and left an 
indelible impression.

Dr. Mei Zhang delivered a speech 
titled “Autistic Intelligence and Arti-
ficial Intelligence: A Path to Under-
standing,” presenting original insights 
that sparked active discussion among 
the audience.

“Let us celebrate neurodiversi-
ty, foster a society of inclusion and 
compassion, and support every autistic 
individual in realizing their potential—
not as a burden,” said Dr. June Kong, 
“but as a valuable contributor to our 
world. They deserve, as we all do, to 
experience the fullness of life.”

 This story was provided by Jianghe 
Niu from the Autism Neurodiversity 
Institute

Autism Symposium Focuses 
on Inclusion, Tech and Arts

Autism Awareness Month

ASD DAY: Autism Awareness Symposium at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center on April 5-6.
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South Cove Community Health
Center

Position: Certified Medical Assistant,  
FT Boston/Malden
Interested candidates should send, fax, 
or email their resume to:
Human Resources
145 South Street
Boston, MA 02111
Fax: 617-521-6795
Email: Careers@scchc.org

Position: Social Services Assistant, 
(FT) Boston/Quincy
Interested candidates should send, fax, 
or email their resume to:
Human Resources
145 South Street
Boston, MA 02111
Fax: 617-521-6795
Email: Careers@scchc.org

Position: Referral Coordinator (FT) 
Quincy
Interested candidates should send, fax, 
or email their resume to:
Human Resources
145 South Street
Boston, MA 02111
Fax: 617-521-6795
Email: Careers@scchc.org

ABCD-Boston, MA
Position: Career Advisor - Workshop/
Resource Room Facilitator, Hybrid, 
Woburn
A Minimum of a High School Diploma, 
or equivalent, and a minimum of three 
years of customer service or relevant ex-
perience are required.
An Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree in 
human services, public administration, 
business management, or a related field 
is preferred but not required.
At least 2 years of experience working 
in a career center, providing services to 
businesses, or other related experience 
preferred but not required.
Knowledge and experience with WIOA 
(and other Career Center Programs) reg-
ulations, programs, guidelines, and ad-
ministrative requirements preferred.
To apply:  https://careers.bostonabcd.
org/

Position: Business Service Represen-
tative, Malden, Hybrid
A minimum of a high school diploma 
or equivalent and three years of cus-
tomer service or relevant experience is 
required. 
An Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree in 
human services, public administration, 
business management, or a related field 
is preferred but not required. 
At least 2 years of experience working 
in a career center, providing services to 
businesses, or other related experience 
preferred but not required.
To apply: https://careers.bostonabcd.
org/

Position: Career Advisor, FT Chelsea, 
Hybrid 
Minimum of a high School Degree or 
GED required, and a minimum of three 
years of customer service or relevant ex-
perience required.

An Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree in 
human services, public administration, 
business management, or a related field 
is preferred but not required.
At least 2 years of experience working 
in a career center, providing services to 
businesses, or other related experience 
preferred but not required.
To apply: https://careers.bostonabcd.
org/

Position: Administrative Assistant, 
FT, Medford
A minimum of a high school diploma or 
equivalent, at least one year of prior ex-
perience with a human service agency, 
and a solid background in general office 
practice are required. An associate’s de-
gree in a relevant field is preferred.
Salary: $22.59 / hour
To apply: https://careers.bostonabcd.
org/

Position: Client Advocate, F, East 
Boston
Minimum of a high school diploma or 
equivalent, with up to one year of expe-
rience in case management, job develop-
ment, or general office support required
Demonstrated proficiency in Microsoft 
Word and Excel is  required
Excellent oral and written communica-
tion skills
Bilingual skill in Spanish is required.
To apply: https://careers.bostonabcd.
org/

Maloney Properties
Position: Maintenance Superinten-
dent, FT, Allston
Knowledge of plumbing, electrical, ap-
pliance repair, carpentry, janitorial work, 
and HVAC is required.
Prior experience supervising a team of 
maintenance professionals is required.
Previous experience with Yardi is a plus.
A driver’s license and access to a vehicle 
are required.
To apply: https://recruit.hirebridge.com/
v3/

WinnCompanies
Position: Regional Compliance Coor-
dinator, FT, Boston, Hybrid 
High school diploma or GED equiva-
lent.
1-3 years of related work experience.
LIHTC and HUD experience.
Fair Housing Certification.
A current driver’s license in good stand-
ing and the ability to meet the driving re-
cords standards outlined in the Compa-
ny’s Safe Vehicular Operations Policy.
To apply: https://jobs.lever.co/winnco/

UMass Amherst
Position: Maintainer I, FT 
Knowledge of the methods used in insti-
tutional cleaning. 
Ability to follow oral and written in-
structions in English.  
Ability to use simple hand and power 
cleaning equipment.
To apply: https://careers.umass.edu/am-
herst/en-us/job/

Boston Medical Center, MA
Position: Domestic Violence Advo-

cate, FT
Bachelor’s Degree (or equivalent) in So-
cial Work, Public Health, Psychology, or 
related field required.
At least 3 years of general work experi-
ence and demonstrated understanding of 
the dynamics of intimate partner abuse/
victimization, principles of advocacy/
empowerment approaches to victim ser-
vice, or experience in domestic violence 
intervention required.
Apply at www.jobs.bmc.org
Contact: Caroline Cafer, 617-414-7066, 
caroline.cafer@bmc.org

Position: Senior Director, Revenue In-
tegrity, FT 
Master’s degree
Coding certification in at least one of 
the following: CPC, CPC-P, CPC-, H, or 
Certification in Auditing and/or Health-
care Compliance. Must obtain or be 
working towards certification within one 
year of hire.
Apply  at www.jobs.bmc.org
Contact: Caroline Cafer, 617-414-7066, 
caroline.cafer@bmc.org

Position: Child Protection Team So-
cial Worker - On-Call (Per Diem)
Requires a Master’s Degree from an ac-
credited school of Social Work.
Requires a Massachusetts license as a 
Licensed Certified Social Worker or 
Licensed Independent Clinical Social 
Worker (or eligible for licensure within 
90 days of hire).
Preferred: 3-5 years relevant work ex-

perience, including a hospital/healthcare 
setting or child welfare
Apply at www.jobs.bmc.org
Contact: Caroline Cafer, 617-414-7066, 
caroline.cafer@bmc.org

Position: Patient Access Representa-
tive (Greater Roslindale Med Ctr)(32 
hrs/wk)
Must be a high school graduate or have 
a GED.
Required:  1-2 years of relevant experi-
ence (one of which in admitting, medi-
cal office, managed care, or insurance).
Apply at www.jobs.bmc.org
Contact: Caroline Cafer, 617-414-7066, 
caroline.cafer@bmc.org

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Position: Mental Health Worker I  
FT,  Taunton 
MINIMUM ENTRANCE REQUIRE-
MENTS:  None.
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  None.
Salary: 45,942.52 - 58,097.26 Yearly
Apply at: https://trialcourtjobs.mass.
gov/jobs/search

Position: Dental Clerk, FT, Boston 
Applicants must have at least three years 
of full-time, or equivalent part-time, ex-
perience in office work, or an equivalent 
combination of the required experience 
and those substitutions which can be 
found on their website. 
Salary: 50,239.28 - 66,621.88 Yearly
Apply at: Https://massanf.taleo.net/ca-
reersection

  Job Corner         
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Japan Festival Boston
April 26 and 27
Address: Boston Common, 139 Trem-
ont Street, Boston, MA 02111
This festival provides an opportunity 
for attendees to learn about Japan and 
its culture. By learning and understand-
ing culture, the fear of the unknown 
disappears and has the power to form 
a bond, connecting people of various 
cultures and backgrounds to build a 
foundation for peace.
Admission: free 

29th Greek Independence 
Day Parade
Date: Sunday, April 27, 2025
Time: 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
Address: Boylston Street to Boston 
Common, Boston, MA 02136
The parade route is all down Boylston 
Street, and we will end at the Boston 
Common for a big celebration includ-
ing food, music, and dancing.
Event link: https://www.greekboston.
com/event/greek-independence-pa-
rade/#google_vignette
Admission: free

Spring Week by Highland Street 
Foundation 
Date: April 19-25 
Free admission during the April school 
vacation week! Art, history, animals, 
carousels – something for everyone

Haitian Flag Day Festival 
Date: Saturday, May 17

Time: 22 pm - 6 pm 
Address: Somerville City HALL, 93 
Highland Ave S Somerville, MA 02143 

Come experience a vibrant celebration 
of Haitian heritage with live music, 
traditional dance, delicious food, and 
cultural performances! Join the com-
munity as we honor the rich history of 
the Haitian flag and enjoy a day filled 
with joy, unity, and culture. 
Admission: Free

Move and Groove Festival
Date: Saturday, May 3
Time: 12:00 pm- 4:00 pm
Address: Mealne  A. CAS Recreational 
Complex
Save the date for this family event 
packed with activities for all ages.
For more info: communityengage-
ment@bostonpublicschool.org
Admission: free 

Hyde Park Free food distribution 
Date: Sundays  Time:1:30 pm
Address: Mount of Olives Community 
Center, 1283 Hyde Park Avenue 
All are welcome; no ID is required.
For more info: helpingplates.org
Admission: free 

39th Annual Harvard Square 
Mayfair
Date: Sunday, May 4, 2025
Time: 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM
Address: 18 Brattle Street, Cambridge
Experience food inspired by cultures 
from all over the world, unique one-of-
a-kind gifts and crafts, al fresco beer 
gardens, music, entertainment, and 
dance! Mayfair is the region’s premier 
family-friendly celebration of spring.
Event Link: https://www.har-
vardsquare.com/47687-2/
Admission: free

Duckling Day
Date: Sunday, May 11, 2025 

Time: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Address:  Parkman Bandstand, Boston 
Public Garden, Boston, MA 02116
Event Link: https://friendsofthepublic-
garden.org/events/ducklingday/
Duckling Day is a family-friendly 
celebration held each year on Boston 
Common. Duckling Day features activ-
ity booths, lawn games, magic, and live 
music all at the Parkman Bandstand. 
The event ends with a parade retracing 
Mrs. Mallard’s steps to the Make Way 
for Ducklings sculpture in the Public 
Garden.
Price: free, Register on their website

29th Annual  Mother’s Day Walk 
For Peace 
Date: Sunday, May 11 Time: 8:00 am 
Address: Town Field Park in Dorches-
ter, MA 02122
This year’s theme is “Cultivating Cy-
cles of Peace. Walk and come to honor 
the lives of our loved ones who have 
been murdered while joining a beloved 
Boston tradition.n
Get more info at: https://friendsofthe-
publicgarden.org/events/ducklingday/
Price: Free 

250th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Chelsea Creek Celebration
Date: Saturday, May  24, 2025 
Time: 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Address: Port Park, 99 Marginal Street, 
Chelsea, MA
This Memorial Day Weekend, the 
Chelsea community and visitors from 
across the state can experience a once-
in-a-lifetime celebration of the 250th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Chelsea 
Creek, the first naval battle of the 
American Revolution.
Event Link:https://www.chelseapros-
pers.org/post/250th-anniversary-of-the-
battle-of-chelsea-creek-ssv-
Price: free

Drop-In Gaming Time
Date: Every Friday 
Time: 12:30-4:30 pm
Address: Chinatown Branch of the 
Boston Public Library, 2 Boylston St.
Event Link:https://bpl.bibliocom-
mons.com/events/6774209359163a-
2f0037a925

To get more information:mhoward@
bpl.org 
This event is open to all ages. Children 
under the age of 12 must have an adult 
present at the library.
Price: Free

Somerville Community Corporation 
Job Fair - Spring 2025
Date: Tuesday, May 13
Time: 10 am - 2 pm
Address: The Center for Arts at the 
Armory, 191 Highland Avenue, Somer-
ville, MA 02143
Event Link: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/somerville-community-corpora-
tion-job-fair-spring-2025

Explore full-time, part-time, or season-
al job options.

Price: Free

Events Calendar 

Boston-based cellist Leland Ko, 
age 26, will take center stage at Sym-
phony Hall at the Boston Philharmon-
ic Youth Orchestra’s closing concert 
on May 1, at 8 p.m., performing as 
soloist for Walton’s Cello Concer-
to, conducted by Benjamin Zander. 
Violinist Itzhak Perlman has described 
Ko as someone who, “plays with the 
beauty of sound and subtlety that we 
don’t often encounter in a cellist of 
his age... a musician who willingly 

considers all aspects of music.”
The former BPYO member, who 

held the principal cello position in 
the orchestra at the early age of 14, 
is a rising star in the classical world, 
having recently garnered internation-
al acclaim for winning first prize at 
the Montreal Symphony Orchestra’s 
International Competition and co-win-
ning the 2024 Walter W. Naumburg 
International Cello Competition.  

Photo of Ko by Tam Photography.

Cellist Leland Ko Plays at Symphony Hall

AFFORDABLE HOUSING  
OPEN WAIT LIST OPPORTUNITY 

Avalon at the Hingham Shipyard and 
Avalon Residences at the Hingham Shipyard

Free Translation/Language Assistance Available Upon Request
• Avalon Residences at the Hingham Shipyard and Avalon at the Hingham Shipyard are  

non-smoking communities with outdoor pools, fitness clubs, parking, and in-unit laundry
• Open wait list opportunity for affordable rental units available to households earning 

at or below 80% of Area Median Income (AMI)  
• Heads of households claiming full-time student status are not eligible

Moderate-Income Guidelines Apply
We will be accepting applications for 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom apartments! Applications 
for disabled-accessible and hearing-impaired units (ADA) will also be accepted. 
Documentation will be required upon reaching the top of the wait list.

Open Application Period: 5/1/2025 – 5/31/2025
Applications will be ranked by date and time received.  
To submit a completed application online starting 5/1/2025 9am, visit:

Paper applications available by request at avalonresidences@avalonbay.com and  
avalonhinghamshipyard@avalonbay.com 

Household Maximum Income Limits (80 AMI% Program)

Household Size Maximum Income Household Size Maximum Income

One (1) Person  $92,650 Five (5) People $142,900

Two (2) People $105,850 Six (6) People $153,500

Three (3) People $119,100 Seven (7) People $164,100

Four (4) People $132,300

*  Residents of Avalon Residences at the Hingham Shipyard and Avalon at the Hingham Shipyard are responsible 
for gas, electric, water, sewer, phone, and cable utilities. Additional fees for parking and for pets may apply. Credit 
check required. 

Voucher holders are encouraged to apply.

152 Shipyard Drive, Hingham, MA 02043319 Lincoln Street, Hingham, MA 02043

Applicants with disabilities may request modifications to the rental unit and/or accommodations to our rules, policies, 
practices, or services, if such modifications or accommodations are necessary to afford equal opportunity to use and 

enjoy the premises. AvalonBay Communities, Inc. does not discriminate in the selection of applicants on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, disability, age, ancestry, children, familial status, genetic information, marital status, public assistance 

recipiency, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran/military status, or any other basis prohibited by law.

Equal Housing Opportunity, Other Restrictions Apply
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Tufts Surgeon: Catching Colon Cancer 
Via Regular Screenings Can Save Lives

March was colon cancer awareness 
month. But the reality is that this often 
silent killer can strike any time and 
doctors are discovering it affects more 
and more younger adults. To learn more 
about colorectal cancer and how to spot 
it early – and have a good chance to 
stop its progression – we spoke with 
Tufts Medical Center’s Chief of Colon 
and Rectal Surgery, Dr. Lilian Chen, 
MD.

Sampan: What are some typical early 
warning signs that a person could be 
at risk for colorectal cancer?
Dr. Chen: Many early warning signs 
include changes in bowel habits such as 
persistent constipation or diarrhea and 
the presence of blood in the stool. Other 
symptoms can include unexplained 
weight loss, fatigue, and persistent 
abdominal discomfort or cramps. 
However, early-stage colorectal cancer 
is often asymptomatic, which is why 
regular screening is so important.

Sampan: Are there any significant 
demographic risk factors for the 
disease?
Dr. Chen: Age is the most important 

risk factor, with colorectal cancer being 
more common in people aged 45 and 
older. A family history of colorectal 
cancer or polyps can also increase your 
risk. Lifestyle factors, such as a diet low 
in fiber and high in red or processed 
meats, as well as smoking and obesity, 
can further contribute to risk.

Sampan: New tests have emerged 
that don’t require a colonoscopy; 
how good are they at detecting risk 
for the cancer?
Dr. Chen: Yes, non-invasive tests like 
fecal immunochemical tests (FIT) and 
multitarget stool DNA tests (sDNA-FIT) 
have become popular options for 
screening. These are stool-based tests 
that are effective at detecting hidden 
blood or DNA markers associated with 
polyps and early cancers. However, 
a positive result from these tests still 
needs confirmation with a follow-up 
colonoscopy for a diagnosis, and many 
of these tests need to be done once a 
year.

Sampan: What is the typical progno-
sis when catching tumors or suspi-
cious polyps early?
Dr. Chen: When tumors or polyps are 

detected early, the 
prognosis is generally 
very favorable. Pre-
cancerous polyps can 
be removed during 
a colonoscopy, and 
early-stage colorectal 
cancer is highly treat-
able with excellent out-
comes. Early detection 
and prompt treatment 
significantly improve 
survival rates, under-
scoring the importance 
of regular screening.
 
Sampan: What should someone do 
if they experience any symptoms or 
have concerns?
Dr. Chen: If you notice any changes in 
your bowel habits, blood in your stool, 
unexplained weight loss, or persistent 
abdominal pain, it’s important to con-
tact your healthcare provider promptly. 
Even if you don’t have symptoms, regu-
lar screening is key because early-stage 
colorectal cancer often does not cause 
noticeable symptoms. Our clinic is here 
to help—please don’t hesitate to reach 
out for a consultation or to schedule a 
screening.

Sampan: At what age 
do you recommend 
people first start get-
ting screened for the 
disease?
Dr. Chen: We recom-
mend that average-risk 
adults begin screen-
ing at age 45. Early 
screening is essential 
because it can detect 
precancerous polyps 
or early-stage cancer 
when treatment is most 
effective.  

For our local Chinatown community, 
our gastroenterology clinic offers bilin-
gual services to ensure clear communi-
cation and comfort. To schedule a visit, 
please call our clinic at (617) 636-5883 
or visit our website at https://tinyurl.
com/2wp8zk44 for more information. 
Our staff can contact a translator, if 
needed, once you call.

If you have experienced bleeding 
in your stool or other symptoms, you 
can also make an appointment to see 
me in the Colorectal Surgery Clinic at 
617-636-6190; I speak Cantonese and 
Mandarin. 

By Sampan Staff

Health

DR. CHEN
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Personalized care for  
adults and children  
為成人及兒童提供的個人化護理
Dedicated to the health needs  
of Boston’s Asian community. 
致力於波士頓亞裔社區的健康需求。

Pediatric Primary Care 兒科基礎護理

 Haiyun Gong, MD  
龚海云醫生  
Pediatrician 小兒科醫生 
Fluent in: Chinese-Cantonese, 
Chinese-Mandarin 
掌握語言: 中文-廣東話, 中文-普通話

 Yu-Wen Hung,  MD, MPH  
Pediatrician 小兒科醫生 
Fluent in: Chinese-Mandarin, 
Taiwanese 
掌握語言: 中文-普通話, 臺灣話

Primary Care 全科醫療

 Haili Dunbar, PA-C 
Physician Assistant 醫師助理 
Fluent in: Chinese-Mandarin 
掌握語言: 中文-普通話 
Primary Care – Quincy

 Jenny Hong Gao, MD, PhD  

高紅醫生 
Primary Care Physician 主治醫生 
Fluent in: Chinese-Mandarin 
掌握語言: 中文-普通話

 Kristin Huang, MD 黃天慧醫生 
Primary Care Physician 主治醫生 
Fluent in: Chinese-Cantonese 
掌握語言: 中文-廣東話

Francis Lam, MD 
Primary Care Physician 主治醫生 
Fluent in: Chinese-Mandarin 
掌握語言: 中文-普通話

Sandra Lau, MD 
Primary Care Physician 主治醫生

 Elizabeth Park, MD 
Primary Care Physician 主治醫生 
Fluent in: Korean 
掌握語言: 韓語

 Myron Siu, MD 蕭偉倫醫生 
Primary Care Physician,  
Geriatric Services  
老人醫學服務科初級保健醫師 
Fluent in: Chinese-Cantonese 
掌握語言: 中文-廣東話

 Wei Wang, MD 
Primary Care Physician,  
Geriatrician  
主治醫生，老人醫學科醫生 
Fluent in: Chinese-Mandarin 
掌握語言: 中文-普通話

Call 617.636.8833 to book an appointment in Chinese. Call 617.636.5331  
to receive bilingual assistance for all other hospital services.  
請致電 617.636.8833 可用中文與您的醫師預約。請致電 617.636.5331  
獲得其他醫院服務的雙語幫助。 

Learn more at: 請前往: tuftsmedicine.org. To see all of our Chinese-
speaking doctors, visit: tuftsmedicine.org/find-a-doctor.

If you are unable to pay, visit our website at tuftsmedicine.org/
financialassistance where you can review, download, and print information 
to learn about available financial assistance programs. Tufts Medical Center’s 
Financial Assistance Policy and Application are available free of charge on the 
website and through Financial Coordination. You may request to have one 
mailed to you. You can email financial.assistance.at.tufts.medical.center@
tuftsmedicine.org or call 617.636.6013. 

若您無能力支付，請前往我們的網站：tuftsmedicine.org/
financialassistance, 在此您可以檢閱、下載並列印所有有關可用財務補助計畫
的資訊。塔芙茨醫療中心財務補助政策與申請書皆在網站上及透過財務協調部
免費 提供。您可以要求寄送一份至您的地址。您可以透過電子郵件 financial.
assistance.at.tufts.medical.center@tuftsmedicine.org 或電話 617.636.6013.
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Continued from Page 3

Event Series to Honor Refugees of Vietnam 
War With Art, Film, History and Healing
its “resilience, resistance, and 
contributions” to the greater society. 
Many of those who fled war came 
to Boston to rebuild their lives and 

Dorchester is considered a major 
hub for Vietnamese Americans in 
New England.

The weekend will also kick off 
a series of commemorative public 

events running through April 30. 
These events will include at the 
JFK Library on April 27: a short 
documentary film screening of “On 
Healing Land, Birds Perch,” and 
a panel discussion on the trauma 
inflicted on refugees and war 
survivors. Flag ceremonies will be 
held at Boston City Hall on April 30 
and along Dorchester’s Morrissey 
Boulevard to mark the official 
anniversary of the Fall of Saigon.

The organizers of Black April, 
however, say the commemoration 
is more than a reflection on history, 
and that it’s also a “movement 
to reclaim history, honor 
intergenerational resilience, and 
stand in solidarity with all displaced 
communities.”

Stories of Vietnamese refugees 
are often marginalized in 
mainstream accounts of the war, 
and “silenced in U.S. media, history 
textbooks and formal education,” 
say the organizers, who spent more 
than a year planning the event. They 
said the event series is a chance to 
tell their stories in their voices.

For Vu, the event has great 
personal significance. Born in 
Vietnam, she fled with her family 
from political persecution in the 
1990s.

“For us to be able to bring our 
community together and share 
directly from our voices is really 
powerful,” she said, adding 
that a major goal was to “center 
community voice.”

For more information and to view 
a live streaming of the events, go to 
www.1975vietdiaspora.com.

high school students grapple with that 
as well, like, what does it mean to carve 
out my own path?

Even the act of putting yourself out 
there is a hard act lately, especially as 
we put ourselves under the scrutiny of 
social media. A lot of the book is about 
me making mistakes or looking a little 
silly. An example would be the Armani 
coat hustle, for instance. (Ahn had went 
into a stranger’s car in San Francisco 
only to discover he was falling for a 
scam.) 

A hilarious thing (also) happened 
a week ago — this literally happened 
within hours of me arriving from the 
airport in Manhattan, and I was just 
walking along the street. A car rolled up 
next to me, and they implored me to get 
closer. And I could automatically tell, 
this is not a good situation. But as I got 
closer the person said, “Hey, my friend. 
I’m a tourist. Can you help me?” ... and 
pulls out a gold ring.

In other words, it probably was an-
other variation on the hustle. I was like, 
“Oh, I’m OK, but can I take a picture?” 
And the car zoomed away.

(And I thought:)… I gotta draw a 
comic about that.

Sampan: Now that you’ve finished 
Advocate, is there anything you’ve 
learned about storytelling while 
working on this project that you hope 
to take into your next one?
Ahn: A couple things come to mind.

Fiction versus nonfiction, I’ve always 
actually been more comfortable in 
fiction storytelling. Nonfiction took a 
long time for me to get used to, and it’s 
only through Instagram feedback that 
I realized people actually like these 
stories, after all.

Nonfiction has been much more 
challenging because it feels a lot more 
personal. Fiction, in some ways it can 
be a shield, you can change present 
day circumstances into a much more 
comfortable narrative. So there’s that 
component.

With this particular comic, if I do a 
second book of the nonfiction autobi-
ographical comics, now that I’ve spent 
six or seven years refining this process, 
I will be a lot more efficient. That’s the 
upside. I know the color palette I’m 
working with, I know there are charac-
ters that I want to include that weren’t 
covered in the first book. In other words, 
there are gaps in the story that I could 
refine and drill down on.

In the next year, I want to see what 
the longer-term response to this book is. 
I do think people’s perception changes 
over time based on the era that they live 
in. This year’s response to the book has 
actually been stronger than last year’s 
response, because environmental jus-
tice, for instance, is being obliterated at 
the federal level and people are realiz-
ing we can’t ignore this subject.

It’s stuff like that that really drives me 
to produce perhaps a second story. But 
in terms of storytelling technique, the 
goal is to become faster, better, stronger.

JMC & Co. Welcomes You to Visit Your New Apartment Home

To place a call using Mass Relay, dial 711

www.jmcandco.com

New Hampshire Rhode Island

SOUTH SHORE

METRO WEST CENTRAL MASS
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Framingham

Nashua W. Warwick
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Hingham

Worcester

Brockton

Webster

Amesbury

Attleboro

Stoughton Canton Mansfield

The Ledges
(781)335-2626
1 Avalon Drive

Pelham 
Apartments
(508)872-6393
75 Second Street

Amherst Park
(603)882-0331
525 Amherst Street

Westcott Terrace
(401)828-1490
319 Providence Street

The Commons at 
SouthField
(781)340-0200
200 Trotter Road

1943 DOT Ave 
(781)789-8427
1943 Dorchester Ave

Saugus Commons
(781)233-8477
63 Newhall Avenue

The Val
(978) 584-8000
164 Lexington Road

Mill Pond Apts
(508)824-1407
30 Washington St

Cutler Heights
(508)429-0099
79 Hollis Street

Kimball Court
(781)933-9900
7 Kimball Court

School Street        
Apts
(508)823-1299
31 School Street

50 West Broadway
(617)269-9300
50 W Broadway

Stevens Corner
(978)794-1800
75 Park StreetHanover Legion

(781)871-3049
Legion Drive

Redbrook Apartments
(508)224-4444
220 Wareham Rd

Ashland Woods
(508)861-3052
30A Ashland 
Woods Ln.

Massachusetts Mills
(978)970-2200
150 Mass Mills Drive

The Academy
(508)674-1111
102 South Main St

MetroMark
(617)541-1818
3611 Washington St

Union 346
(617)812-2047
346 Somerville Ave

West Broadway 
Homes
(617)269-1545
73 Crowley Rogers 
Way

Parkside on Adams 
(781)789-8427
4236 Washington St 

Parkside Commons
(617)884-2400
100 Stockton Street

Lincoln School Apts
(781)749-8677
86 Central St #416

Canterbury Towers
(508)757-1133
6 Wachusett Street

Brockton Commons
(508)584-2373
55 City Hall Plaza

Sitkowski School
(508)943-3406
29 Negust Street

The Heights 
Amesbury
(978)388-0671
36 Haverhill Road

Renaissance Station
(508)455-1875
75 South Main Street

The Stō
(781)344-4110
1779 Central Street

Millside at 
Heritage Park
(339)502-9770
104 Revere Street

Station Square/        
One Mansfield
(774)719-2211
300 N Main Street

For more information or reasonable accommodation, plase call the 
property that interests you. We provide free language assistance 
by phone, just state your language and hold for an interpreter.
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Andover

Lynnfield

McNamara House
(617)783-5490
210 Everett Street

Andover Commons
(978)470-2611
30 Railroad Street

Lynnfield Commons
(781)592-6800
375 Broadway

Continued from Page 1

Eddie Ahn 
Interview
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